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The Fourth Amendment & Postal History
by Richard D. Martorelli

The Law
America has always prided itself on being a land of laws designed to support and 

encourage “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” One of the original amendments to 
the U.S. Constitution of 1787 dealt with controls over searches and seizures. 

The Fourth Amendment to the Constitution, part of the Bill of Rights, reads as follows: 
“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” It guards against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, and was designed as a response to the British “writs of assistance.” 
To counter the past abuses, the Fourth Amendment specifies that search and arrest warrants 
approved by a court must be supported by probable cause, be limited to a specific scope, 
and that the person who has testified for it is accountable to the issuing court. The Fourth 
Amendment only applies to governmental agents and only to criminal law situations.

Government action triggers the amendment’s protections only when the information 
or evidence was obtained through a “search” within the meaning of the amendment. In 
general, authorities have “searched” when they have impeded upon a person’s reasonable 
expectation of privacy. When police do conduct a search, the amendment requires them 
to have probable cause, legally sufficient reasons to believe a search is necessary and that 
it will uncover criminal activity or contraband. Over time, courts have developed a number 
of exceptions to the warrant requirement. For example, if an officer is lawfully present, he 
may search and seize objects that are in “plain view.” Before the seizure, however, the officer 
must have probable cause to believe that the objects are contraband.

There are also “exigent circumstances,” exceptions to the warrant requirement. Exigent 
circumstances arise when the law enforcement officers have reasonable grounds to believe 
that there is an immediate need to protect their lives or others or their property or that of 
others, the search is not motivated by an intent to arrest and seize evidence, and there is some 
reasonable basis to associate an emergency with the area or place to be searched.

The Law & the Mails: Case One
The intersection of postal history and the law comes in the definition of a “reasonable 

expectation of privacy.” First Class Mail (as well as Priority and Express Mail) includes all 
matter sealed or otherwise closed against inspection. Any mailable matter may be sent as 
First Class Mail, as long as the current applicable postage is paid. In the past when there was 
a separate airmail postage rate category, letters, postcards and packages less than 8 ounces 
prepaid at those rates were also considered first class mail. By definition, First Class Mail 
excludes mail matter labeled with permission that it “may be opened for postal inspection 
if necessary” as is commonly found on 3rd and 4th class mail.

First Class mail, alone among all classes and categories of the U.S. mail, is considered 
inviolable unless there is judicial approval. Title 39 of the U.S. Code, which deals with the 
Postal Service, contains the latest variation on language that expressly prohibits anyone 
from opening “any letter or parcel of the first class” unless the person is an employee of the 
postal service specifically assigned to the opening of Dead Letter mail,1 or is a person who 
holds a legally issued search warrant. The first judicial recognition of this principle came 
in 1878 by the U.S. Supreme Court in Ex Parte Jackson, 96 U.S. 727.2 
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In the facts of this case, it is reported that a law existed prior to 1876 that forbade the 
use of the U.S. mails for distribution of letters or circulars concerning illegal lotteries or 
other schemes devised to defraud the public by obtaining money under false pretenses. 
Violations were punishable by a fine of “not more than $500, nor less than $100.” In this 
time period, the average person who was not a government employee earned $375 a year. 
This was a great deal of money. In 1876, the word “illegal” was stricken from the law, and 
in 1877 Mr. Jackson was indicted, in the Circuit Court of the United States for the Southern 
District of New York, for unlawfully mailing a circular, enclosed in an envelope, about a 
lottery offering prizes. Mr. Jackson refused to plead; and a plea of not guilty was entered 
in his behalf by order of the court. After being convicted and fined, and then jailed until he 
paid the fine, Mr. Jackson sent petitions for writs of Habeas Corpus and Certiorari to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

In their opinion, the Court identified that because Congress had the power to establish 
“post offices and post roads,” they also had the authority over the entire postal system. They, 
therefore, could legislate what could be carried in the mail and what could be excluded. 
Further, the Court said: 

In their [Congress] enforcement, a distinction is to be made between different 
kinds of mail matter - between what is intended to be kept free from inspection, 
such as letters, and sealed packages subject to letter postage, and what is open 
to inspection, such as newspapers,  magazines, pamphlets, and other printed matter 
purposely left in a condition to be examined. Letters and sealed packages of this 
kind in the mail are as fully guarded from examination and inspection, except  as 
to their outward form and weight, as if they were retained by the parties forwarding 
them in their own domiciles. The constitutional guaranty of the right of the people 
to be secure in their papers against unreasonable searches and seizures extends 
to their papers, thus closed against inspection, wherever they may be. Whilst in 
the mail, they can only be opened and examined under like warrant, issued upon 
similar oath or affirmation, particularly describing the thing to be seized, as is 
required when papers are subjected to search in one’s own household. No law of 
Congress can place in the hands of officials connected with the postal service any 
authority to invade the secrecy of letters and such sealed packages in the mail; 
and all regulations adopted as to mail matter of this kind must be in subordination 
to the great principle embodied in the Fourth Amendment of the Constitution. 
[emphasis added]

The Court also stated that any regulations against transporting printed matter in non-
first class mail cannot interfere with the freedom of the press and cannot be forbidden by 
Congress.3

The Law & the Mails: Case Two
A second case affecting mail inspections is T.J. Oliver, Appellant, v. United States, 

Appellee (239 F.2d 818). The facts are that in the mid-1950s, a wife mailed a 6-ounce package, 
containing a half ounce of heroin, from Missouri to her husband in Colorado. The package 
was sent airmail special delivery, and under the postal statutes, all airmail not exceeding 8 
ounces in weight constituted first-class mail. Starting in 1948, mail weighing more than 8 
ounces could be sent by airmail only by using the Air Parcel Post category, which was not 
categorized as first class. From 1925 to 1948, and after 1962, parcels heavier that 8 ounces 
could be sent airmail and would be considered as first class mail for inspection purposes. 
The postage charge was 71 cents, paying 36 cents (6 ounces at 6 cents per ounce) for air-
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mail postage, and 35 cents for the special delivery fee. Since the package was identified as 
merchandise by the woman (a box of greeting cards), it was subject to the 35 cent fee for 
other than first class mail, instead of the 20-cent fee applicable to letters. Wrapping paper 
had been used to cover the box, and twine had been stretched around it, both ways, secured 
at the end by a tight knot. The heroin itself was sealed inside of two envelopes, which were 
licked closed. When the woman mailed the package, a mail carrier at the post office saw 
her. The mail carrier was also an undercover agent for the Bureau of Narcotics, knew the 
woman, and regarded her as a narcotics suspect. Because of his suspicion, the local postal 
superintendent opened the package, including unsealing the two envelopes containing the 
heroin. A narcotics agent was then called, who identified the powder as heroin. The heroin 
envelopes were resealed, the package was rewrapped and retied to make it appear to be in 
its original state, and sent on to Denver.

At her trial, the woman filed a motion to suppress any possible evidential use of the 
package or of the examination made of it, on the ground of illegal search and seizure. She 
contended that the opening and inspecting of the package was unlawful, because the package 
constituted first-class mail, and, under the existing statutes and regulations, the contents of 
such mail were not entitled to be opened and examined without a warrant. The Government 
contended that the term “first-class mail,” as used in the general statutes and regulations 
existing and in the Air Mail Act, was intended to have significance only as a matter of 
postage rate and not in any way as a search-and-seizure limitation. It argued that all mail is 
at any time subject to being opened and examined by the Post Office Department, except 
letters or other sealed matter. The trial court held that the search-and-seizure incidents were 
lawful and admissible against her, and the motion to suppress was denied. In a jury trial, 
the woman was found guilty of federal drug offenses. The wife appealed her conviction 
and sentence, claiming only as error the court’s denial of her motion to suppress evidence 
from the package opening.

Relying on Ex Parte Jackson as cited above, as well as various statues and sections of 
the Postal Manual, the United States Court of Appeals Eighth Circuit noted that the right 
of inspection was for mail bearing less than first-class postage, and that the Post Office 
Department could require payment of the first-class rate upon any package “the contents of 
which can not be easily examined.” The Court decision stated:

A placing of first-class postage upon a package thus would, under the statutes and 
regulations here involved, and in the acceptance of the package for transmission 
and delivery, sufficiently evidence the sender’s intention not to allow it to be opened 
and inspected by the Post Office Department at will, as to entitle him to assert 
search-and-seizure violation against such an administrative opening, examining 
and appropriating of it… On what we have said, the judgment against the wife is 
required to be reversed.

The Law & the Mails: Case Three
Having upheld the ability of a mailer to prevent inspection of 1st class mail by the Post 

Office without authority, the next question  asked was “what is sufficient authority?” This 
was discussed and decided in the 1970 case of United States, Petitioner, v. Gerritt Johannes 
Van Leeuwen, 397 U.S. 249, 90 S.Ct. 1029, 25 L.Ed.2d 282. The facts are that Mr. Van 
Leeuwen mailed two 12-pound packages in the afternoon of March 28, 1968 at a post 
office in the state of Washington located approximately 60 miles from the Canadian border. 
One package was addressed to California and the other to Tennessee. Declaring that the 
packages contained coins, each package was sent airmail registered and each was insured 
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for $10,000. All parties agree that this made them first class mail matter, and therefore not 
subject to discretionary inspection. When the postal clerk told a policeman who happened 
to be present that he was suspicious of the packages, the policeman at once noticed that the 
return address on the packages was a vacant housing area and that the license plates of the 
sender’s car were from British Columbia. The policeman called the Canadian police, who 
called U.S. Customs in Seattle. Within an hour and a half, Customs called California and 
learned that the addressee of that package was under investigation for trafficking in illegal 
coins. Due to the time differential, Seattle customs was unable to reach Nashville until the 
following morning, and then learned that the second addressee was also being investigated 
for the same crime. A customs official in Seattle filed an affidavit for a search warrant for both 
packages in the afternoon of March 29, and it was granted and executed at the Washington 
post office at 6:30 p.m. that day. Both packages, having been held at the mailing post office, 
were opened, inspected, resealed and promptly sent on their way. Subsequent evidence 
showed that the mailer had brought the two packages in from Canada without declaring 
them. He was tried for illegally importing gold coins, found guilty, sentenced and fined. 
On appeal, the Court of Appeals held that the coins were improperly admitted in evidence 
because a timely warrant had not been obtained. The case went to the U.S. Supreme Court 
on a petition for a writ of certiorari, where the Appeals Court decision was reversed and the 
evidence of the packages was allowed and the conviction upheld.

In arriving at their decision, the Supreme Court again started with Jackson, and reviewed 
several other cases that underlined the relevance of the Post Office to constitutional rights. 
In the Court’s opinion: 

Yet even first-class mail is not beyond the reach of all inspection; the sole question 
here is whether the conditions for its (the packages) detention and inspection had 
been satisfied. We think they had been. The nature and weight of the packages, 
the fictitious return address, and the British Columbia license plates of respondent 
who made the mailings in this border town certainly justified detention, without a 
warrant, while an investigation was made. The only thing done here on the basis 
of suspicion was detention of the packages. There was at that point no possible 
invasion of the right ‘to be secure’ … against ‘unreasonable searches and seizures’... 
Detention for 1 1/2 hours - from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. - for an investigation certainly 
was not excessive; and at the end of that time probable cause existed for believing 
that the California package was part of an illicit project. The significant Fourth 
Amendment interest was in the privacy of this first-class mail; and that privacy was 
not disturbed or invaded until the approval of the magistrate was obtained.

Is the “reasonable expectation of privacy” absolute? In this decision, the court established 
that if there is reasonable supporting information of probable cause, which convinces a court 
to issue a search warrant, a sender’s efforts in using first class mail to prevent inspection could 
be overcome. They also, however, took great pains to point out that they were not authorizing 
or advocating for the delay of packages until a search warrant could be obtained, but were 
considering the facts as presented that the delay was reasonable based on a collection of 
suspicious circumstances, which led to collection of pertinent information that supported 
probable cause to request the granting of a search warrant. Thoughout the 29 1/2 hours that 
they were delayed at the mailing post office, the packages remained sealed. Had the local 
judicial authority found insufficient evidence of probable cause, and therefore had not granted 
a search warrant, the packages would have been dispatched to their destinations exactly as 
Mr. Van Leeuwen had given them to the window clerk.
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The Law, the Mails & Container Privacy
Related to the “reasonable expectation of privacy” of first class mail was an opinion from 

the U.S. Supreme Court in a different case in 1988. As described in California v. Greenwood, 
No. 86-684, 486 U.S. 35, every week for two months the Laguna Beach police searched 
through the trash that Mr. Greenwood left, in opaque, sealed bags, on the curb outside his 
home. In his dissenting opinion to a request for certiorari, Justice Brennan noted that this 
activity proceeded without a warrant, and no court before or since has concluded that the 
police acted on probable cause to believe Mr. Greenwood was engaged in any criminal 
activity and wrote “… the Court, the ultimate guarantor of liberty, deems unreasonable 
our expectation that the aspects of our private lives that are concealed safely in a trash bag 
will not become public.” Prior case law had affirmed that a container, which can support a 
reasonable expectation of privacy, might not be searched without a warrant and, as discussed 
above, this includes first class mail. In Robbins v. California, 453 U.S. 420 (1981), Justice 
Stewart, pronounced that “… unless the container is such that its contents may be said to 
be in plain view, those contents are fully protected by the Fourth Amendment. And . . . no 
court, no constable, no citizen, can sensibly be asked to distinguish the relative ‘privacy 
interests’ in a closed suitcase, briefcase, portfolio, duffel bag, or box,” and that an expectation 
of privacy attaches to any container unless it “so clearly announce[s] its contents, whether 
by its distinctive configuration, its transparency, or otherwise, that its contents are obvious 
to an observer.”

This discussion of packaging is clearly applicable to mail, and its effect can be seen in 
events of the last few years, as well as in discussion of issues for the future.

One of the greatest behavioral, social, health and economic problems in the United States, 
and the world, in the last forty years has been the trafficking and use of illegal drugs. Yes, 
there are problems with legal drugs, such as alcohol, prescription medicines and tobacco, but 
that is a discussion for another day and time. For this discussion, let us concentrate on the 
fact that current laws categorize heroin, cocaine and other drugs as controlled substances, 
and that there are restrictions on their sale and dispensation. Because of these laws, drug 
dealers and traffickers resort to covert methods of transportation to move substances from 
place to place. This frequently involves, as described above in Oliver v. United States, using 
the U.S. mail. Smugglers often use express delivery methods (Priority Mail and Express 
Mail are both included in the category of “first class mail”) primarily because the demands 
of quick delivery lower the chances of detection by postal inspectors. The senders may not 
even know about the Fourth Amendment protection of the mail. As part of the increased police 
activity to combat drug trafficking, there has been improved cooperation between various 
federal, state and local law enforcement agencies. It was reported in a 1996 article published 
in The FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin that this frequently involves the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service. Part of their responsibility is to detect suspicious packages. Over time, through 
repeated examinations, inspectors have developed “suspicious profile” characteristics: a 
readily discernable, predetermined set of criteria. This is based on past court decisions that 
have made it clear that the regular application of a consistent set of criteria is not intrusive. 
Inspectors use these criteria to identify pieces of mail that might contain controlled substances 
and help establish reasonable suspicion, which is required by the Postal Service to detain mail 
for examination. Because the U.S. mail falls under Federal jurisdiction, a Federal warrant 
must be obtained for any suspicious package. A search warrant for the mailing address of 
the parcel may also be needed, and would be obtained from local authorities. 

In the FBI Law Enforcement article, a list of the criteria used by Postal Inspectors  
to identify suspicious packages that might contain drugs was provided. The list includes 
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reviewing both the package for: 1) odors of marijuana or a masking agent (e.g. coffee, 
perfume, fabric-softener sheets), 2) being heavily taped along seams, and 3) being poorly 
prepared for mailing, as well as the label for: 1) being handwritten, 2) containing misspelled 
names, streets, or cities, and 3) containing a return address ZIP code that does not match the 
accepting post office ZIP code. These are different from but consistent with criteria widely 
advertised during the time period when the “Unabomber” Ted Kaczynski was active in the 
1970s-1990. These are on posters still hung in post offices today as common sense warning 
about dangers of various kinds, ranging from anthrax to terrorism. They include: 1) watching 
out for words that suggest that you open the package or envelope immediately- “Confidential,” 
“Personal,” “Fragile,” 2) regarding with suspicion packages with excessive postage, using 
stamps instead of a postage meter, 3) being suspicious of addresses to wrong titles and titles 
without names, or that are poorly typed, handwritten, or that contain misspellings, 4) being 
aware of packages with oily stains, strange odors, or powdery substances, and 5) being aware 
of packages of exceptionally large sizes or envelopes and parcels with excessive wrapping 
material such as masking tape, strapping tape, or string. Further current regulations require 
that any packages over 13 ounces and franked only with ‘live’ (i.e. no meter or bar-coded 
labels) stamps must be taken to a Post Office counter and presented to a Postal employee. 
Any such package placed in a street collection box is returned to the sender and is marked 
so that it does not get carried on an airplane during its return. These factors, particulary in 
combination, are likely to raise reasonable suspicisions about otherwise “closed against 
inspection” mail, providing opportunities for federal search warrants.

In December 2006, President George W. Bush signed the “Postal Accountability 
and Enhancement Act” into law. The major provisons of this law are related to the Postal 
Regulatory Commission and their ability to create a more streamlined system for regulations 
establishing changes in postal rates and services. At that time, the President also issued a 
signing statement, a written document that often provides guidance to federal agencies on 
how to implement the new law. Much has been made of the current President’s proclivity 
for issuing these signing statements, and a September 2007 review by the Congressional 
Research Service reported the usage by the previous three Presidents as well. President 
Reagan issued 250 signing statements, 34% of which contained provisions objecting to one 
or more of the statutory provisions signed into law. President George H. W. Bush issued 
228, 47% of which raised objections and President Clinton issued 381 statements, 18% of 
which raised objections. President George W. Bush has issued 152 signing statements, 78% 
of which contain some type of challenge or objection.

For this law in particular, President Bush wrote “The executive branch shall construe 
subsection 404(c) of title 39, as enacted by subsection 1010(e) of the Act, which provides 
for opening of an item of a class of mail otherwise sealed against inspection, in a manner 
consistent, to the maximum extent permissible, with the need to conduct searches in exigent 
circumstances, such as to protect human life and safety against hazardous materials, and the 
need for physical searches specifically authorized by law for foreign intelligence collection.” 
This resulted in a number of protests from those suspicious that the President was trying 
to create a new administraive policy on when mail could be opened without a warrant. As 
already recognized in current law, the government can search a domestic sealed package or 
envelope when there is an immediate danger to life or limb or an immediate and substantial 
danger to property. An example would be if there were wires protruding from a package, or 
stains on the outside of a package that indicated dangerous contents. The broader question 
raised by the President’s opponents relates to the definition of “immediate danger.” Declaring 
that such danger exists would excuse the need to obtain legal authorization, either under 
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criminal codes to obtain evidence of a crime or under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act of 1978 to collect foreign intelligence information concerning a national security threat, 
before opening the package. The fear is that this potential power, in contravention of the 
Fourth Amendment and case law, could be used out of convenience rather than necessity, 
similar to the controversy several years ago about listening to telephone conversations 
originating overseas. 

The Law, the Mails & Internet Tobacco Sales
The latest issue involving inspecting first class mail involves the shipping of a product 

that is legal in the U.S. As a measure of the growth and ubiquitous nature of the Internet, 
U.S. retail e-commerce sales for the first quarter of 2008 were $33.8 billion, out of total 
retail sales estimated at $1,024.2 billion. This is up from $5.8 billion out of total retail 
sales of $742.6 billion in the first quarter of 2000. Not all of this increase is attributable to 
stamp collectors on e-Bay or at national shows. Practically anything that in the past could 
be bought at a physical store and carried home can now be bought at an Internet store and 
shipped. This has created great activity for both the USPS and private competitors such as 
UPS and FedEx. The rub, however, comes in several ways. 

First, states usually can only collect sales tax on products sold by or in, or delivered 
to residents of a state. But with the Internet, there has been virtually no way, other than 
self-declaration or draconian monitoring, that a state could know who bought what from 
where. Starting in June 2008, the state of New York is now requiring all Internet retailers 
to self-declare, i.e. to collect NY sales tax and send it to Albany on any sale involving New 
York residents. Whether other states will follow New York’s lead is to be seen. The second 
area is that retailers accepting online orders have to rely on the person ordering to be honest 
in declaring whether they are legally able to place an order. The general business law rules 
about having to be a certain age to enter into a valid contract are still at work, but it is harder 
to assess a person’s age when they are a blinking cursor on a remote website than when they 
are standing in front of you. These factors all come to a head when speaking about online 
tobacco sales. State revenue departments miss out on the collection of excise and sales 
taxes, and there is a valid public health issue if tobacco products sold over the Internet reach 
minors. A statement by Mary Anne Gibbons, General Counsel of the U.S. Postal Service to a 
Congressional subcommittee in April 2008, noted that cigarettes and other tobacco products 
are legal and mailable in the United States, and that such items are sometimes only one part 
of the business of an Internet vendor. These sellers frequently use Priority Mail, which as a 
first class mail item  is sealed against inspection. Unless the mailer voluntarily discloses that 
the package contains nonmailable matter, or items that could not be possessed by a minor, 
the only way to open these packages would be to obtain a federal search warrant.

Part of the reason for Ms. Gibbon’s statement was that Congress was considering 
legislation that would make tobacco nonmailable. The USPS position was that if changes 
were to be made, they should be made to the criminal law statues of the U.S. Code, and have 
the mailing of tobacco products be treated in a manner consistent with the mailing of alcohol. 
The penalties under criminal law provisions would be a greater deterrent to illegal sales than 
civil penalties under Postal Service section of the U.S. Code. The Postal Service also identified 
some logistical issues for Congress. First, in 2007, the Postal Service handled 897 million 
Priority Mail pieces. Second, these items could have been deposited at any one of nearly 
37,000 Post Offices in the United States, or in street collection boxes (if franked with meter 
stamps and weighing under thirteen ounces). Third, the Postal Inspection Service has 1,700 
inspectors. If a ban on tobacco were enacted, said Ms. Gibbon, the Postal Inspectors would 
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have to shift resources to cigarette mailings, at the expense of law enforcement activities 
including narcotics trafficking, child pornography, and identity or credit theft.

Opening Non-First Class Mail
There are times, however, that mail packages can be opened for inspection, and every 

inspection does not reveal evidence of a crime. This is true for non-first class mail matter, 
such as Media Mail. According to a report by the student newspaper at the University of 
Southern California in 2005, many students have tried to take advantage of cheaper mailing 
rates by sending inappropriate items, such as computer hardware, using Media Mail. This 
category provides the most affordable mailing rates for a variety of items, including books, 
CDs and printed educational material. To combat revenue loss, the U.S. Postal Service 
started inspecting packages that were suspicious as well as others at random, which raised 
privacy concerns among some customers. Postal employees check Media Mail packages 
that appear suspicious using a set of profile characteristics in a manner similar to what was 
discussed above relating to suspicious first class mail. Tip-offs include packages being too 
heavy for their size, showing no return address or having awkward writing. In general, as 
summarized by one postal employee, if it looks or feels “different, it can be set aside for 
inspection.” As this is not a first class mail product, any postal employee can inspect a 
Media Mail package without customer consent or a warrant. Once inspected, if the content 
is not eligible for the rate claimed, the package will be marked up and either sent back to 
the sender, or if unknown, to the delivery address marked with the postage due.

In exchange for its speed of delivery, and protection against inspection, first class 
mail has always been the premium priced service of the Post Office. Non-first class mail 
has almost always been less expensive monetarily, but at a cost of time and, potentially, 
privacy as it can be opened for inspection by the Post Office. In the past, package mailing 
labels or wrapping usually bore an inscription that said “Postmaster: May be opened for 
postal inspection if necessary,” such as is shown in Figure 1. This is a package front from 
a December 1949 parcel mailing that was sent special delivery from Indiana to California. 

Fig. 1: 1949 parcel sent special delivery 
non-first class, Indiana to California. Air 
Parcel Post wasn’t first class matter until 
1952, hence the inspection authorization.
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Of the total $4.70 franking of mostly Prexie stamps, $4.35 paid for Air Parcel Post service 
(Zone 7 package of 9 pounds: 1st lb@$0.75, next 8 lbs @$0.45)) and $0.35 paid for the 
special delivery fee for a non-first class package of between 2 and 10 pounds. While handled 
and treated as airmail in a category established in September 1948, the Post Office did not 
categorize Air Parcel Post as “first class matter” for special delivery purposes until January 
1952. Thus, this package had to bear the “inspection” authorization as it was categorized 
as fourth class/parcel post. 

The two covers in Figure 2 also bear the inspection authorization, but, in the absence of 
contents, their size and postage identify them as third-class single piece mailings. In October 
1956, the Post Office eliminated the need for the marking “open for inspection” on sealed 
third class items, but its use still continued on mailings.

The top cover was mailed in December 1956, franked with $0.21. This paid for 6 ounces 
of 3rd class mail plus insurance (6 times 3rd class rate of 1c/oz when >2 &<8oz, plus 15c 
for $25 insurance). At this time, the maximum weight for a 3rd class single piece item was 
8 ounces, which was increased to 16 ounces in 1958. The bottom cover shown in Figure 
2 was mailed in 1963, franked with $0.30. Note the auxiliary handstamp “1st Class Letter 
Enclosed/Additional Postage Fee Paid.” As noted above, all personal correspondence, 
handwritten or typewritten letters and bills or statements of account must be sent using first 
class mail. Since third class mail is restricted to merchandise or miscellaneous printed matter, 

Fig. 2:  Third-class mailings of 1956 (top) and 1963 (bottom). 
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if such correspondence was included in a 3rd/4th class mailing, it had to be separately noted 
and paid for at the current first class rates, in addition to the 3rd/4th class postage. In this 
case, the entire envelope appears to have weighed 3 ounces, accounting for 3 times the 3rd 
class rate of 1 1/2c/oz when >2 &<16oz plus 1 ounce of 1st class writing at 5c/oz plus 20c 
for $50 insurance plus 1/2c convenience overpayment. This cover is slightly odd, however. 
January 7, 1963 was the date of rate changes for 1st class and airmail letter and postcard, air 
parcel post, and all 2nd and 3rd class rates. The window clerk handling this transaction was 
aware of the 1st class change, charging 5c/ounce instead of 4c/ounce, but seems to have been 
unaware of the 3rd class change, charging the old rate of 1.5 c/oz over two ounces instead 
of the new rate of 2c/ounce over 2 ounces. 

The Post Office also allowed a variation on the “open for inspection” and use of 
less than first class postage for what now is considered first class mail. Starting in 1911, 
Christmas cards (and other cards with only printed messages, as the U.S. culture changed) 
in unsealed envelopes could be mailed at the single piece third-class rate. This was in effect 
until January 1968, when rate changes made a 1 ounce third class mailing the same cost as 
a 1 ounce first class item. The cover shown at the top of Figure 3 was mailed on January 
20, 1949 to a patient in a local hospital, and from its size and shape obviously contained 
a greeting card. The sender franked the unsealed envelope with $0.01, thinking they were 

Fig. 3: Contrasting 
covers: the top was sent 
1949 local first class 
rate & rated third; the 
bottom sent 1934 third 
but rated first. 
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paying the local letter, non-carrier 1st class rate. The Post Office apparently disagreed, and 
assessed the envelope 1c postage due to equal the recently increased third class single piece 
rate of $0.02. Contrast this with the partial piece shown at the bottom of Figure 3. In this 
case from July 1934, the mailed item had initially been franked with $0.1 1/2 for the third 
class rate, but the envelope had been sealed. It therefore automatically became “Subject to 
1st class/rate of postage,” as noted by the auxiliary marking. The Post Office collected the 
additional $0.1 1/2 from the sender, affixed it, and sent the mail to its destination. 

Lastly, let us review the commercial package front in Figure 4. This large (8 1/2” x 11”) 
piece of parcel wrapping was mailed in 1947 from San Francisco to Cleveland, and initially 
had $0.53 paid with a meter imprint tape. This franking covered both postage and special 
delivery charges. The cover also bears $1.39 in postage due stamps; the deficient postage 
was calculated at the originating post office and collected at the destination. Together, these 
stamps represent several rate classes. The key clue to this story, however, is the straight-line 
auxiliary mark “Closed against inspection.”

As noted above, the package was originally franked with $0.53 using a National 
Cash Register Company (NCR) meter tape. Pitney Bowes first introduced meter stamps in 
December 1920, but most of the machines until 1929 had a fixed, one-value die. In 1931, 
NCR created the first omni-denominational machine, able to print any whole-cent up to 
$99.99, or any fractional value up to $9.99 1/2. The postage here was intended to pay $0.26 
for 2 pounds of Zone 8 parcel post (15c/1st lb + 11c/next lb) plus $0.25 for non-first class 
special delivery  (>2lbs&<10lbs) plus $0.02 for the 3% parcel post “war tax” surcharge of 
1944. Because, however, the wrapping was such that the package could not be opened, the 
Post Office reclassified it as first class mail and recalculated the postage. 

Fig. 4:  A 1947 package runs into difficulties because “closed against inspection.”
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First, the Post Office determined the correct weight was 2lbs, 14 ozs. At the first class 
rate of 3c/ounce, this increased the postage to $1.38. The special delivery fee was also 
recalculated, and determined to be, as noted by the auxiliary marking, $0.20 for a first class 
package. Because the mailing was now determined to be short paid, it was also assessed a 
penalty. Effective July 1, 1928, the POD regulations required that if a letter was “short paid 
more than one rate,” then an additional penalty of 1 cent for each short paid rate was to be 
collected upon delivery, in addition to the deficient postage. In this case, the Post Office 
calculations were as follows:

Total Postage of $1.38 plus Special Delivery fee of $0.20  =  $1.58 Amount Due
Less postage prepaid by meter tape   = ($0.53)  
Equals shortpaid postage due    =  $1.05
Less allowance for 1st shortpaid rate   = ($0.03)
Equals postage due to which 1928 penalty is applicable =  $1.02
Divided by first class postage per ounce of   =  $0.03  
Equals total ounces/rates for shortpaid penalty $0.01/rate of         34                 

The $1.39 in postage due stamps, as supported by the PO marking, was to pay $1.05 
for shortpaid first class postage and $0.34 for the penalty related to underpaying 34 ounces 
of a first class mailing. All because someone got carried away with the glue!

The U.S. Constitution and its amendments are designed to protect the rights and liberties 
of “We the People” from the unfettered exercise of power by a strong central government. 
The court decisions reviewed above provide an elaboration and application of the law to 
everyday activities, in this case the simple act of mailing a letter or package.  These same 
laws require us, however, as citizens as well as good humans, to accept the responsibility of 
correct behavior. In a perfect world, the mail would be used only for good purposes, such 
as sending a present to a loved one or a letter to a friend. At the minimum, it should only 
be used for legal purposes, in the appropriate mailing category, with payment of the correct 
postage for the services sought. There is enough else that can or will go wrong in the world 
without us having to dread knowing “The Postman Always Rings Twice.”

Endnotes
1 In John L. Thomas, Lotteries, Frauds and Obscenity in the Mails (Columbia MO 1900), the former 

Assistant Attorney-General for the Post Office Department, had this to say about the allegation that 
opening mail sent to the Dead Letter Office abrogated the terms of the 4th Amendment: “This is an 
entire perversion of the words ‘seizure and search’ as used in this connection in the Constitution. The 
Government, as a common carrier of mail matter, under the laws of Congress, finds certain letters 
and packets in the mails, which it can not deliver and which it refuses to deliver, and it returns them 
to the senders, if known by matter on the envelopes or wrappers, and if not thus known, it takes the 
only other recourse it has left, and that is to send them to the Dead-Letter Office, with directions to 
open them, get the senders’ names, and return to them. This Department has always held that a letter 
opened in the Dead-Letter Office is still constructively under seal, and hence there is no prying into 
mail matter nor any attempt made to detain or confiscate its valuable contents, but the object and 
the only object is to return it to the sender, and all this is done for the latter’s benefit. Hence there 
can be no ‘seizure or search’ within the meaning of the Constitution, in the enforcement of these 
laws. In no single instance has the Department used matter opened in the Dead-Letter Office, either 
under the general regulations of the Department or under the operation of fraud orders, as evidence 
in any civil or criminal prosecution against the sender, or otherwise.” Page 330.

2 Mack Taylor, former Assistant U.S. Attorney, in The Law of Postal Frauds & Crimes (Kansas 
City MO, 1931) in a chapter on mailing obscene matter, referred to “Ex parte Jackson” under 
“Prohibition of Other Means of Transportation. Although Congress may forbid printed matter from 
being circulated by use of the mails as being nonmailable, its transportation by other means cannot 
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be forbidden. Congress does not have the power to prevent its transportation by other means as 
merchandise.” Page 88.

3 Much has been written in the philatelic press and elsewhere on the problems with unmailable 
matter. The best reference is: Dorothy Ganfield Fowler, Unmailable: Congress and the Post Office 
(University of Georgia Press 1977).
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Journey of Ingenuity
by Paul Zatulove

I exhibited at Washington 2006 a collection of unusual mailed objects – representing 
4,000 years of written communication. I wanted to show how similar people are in their 
ingenuity, energy and focus when they want to communicate by written word. Those entrusted 
with delivering the mail risked their lives to overcome impossible terrain; traverse uncharted 
bodies of water; plow through pestilence, weather and war; and “slip the surly bonds of 
earth.” The exhibit crossed the Himalayas on foot and extended to outer space. 

Some of the special services are familiar to readers of this journal (particularly the 
Ballon Monté and other Siege of Paris accommodations; pneumatic tube mail; Tin Can 
Canoe Mail). Here are a few of my favorite stories.

By Mule in Nicaragua
Special service by special animal is interesting – by camel is pretty exotic, by mule 

perhaps less so. But the unsung work of the lowly mule meant that mails could reliably 
traverse the twelve miles that separated the Pacific Ocean from the Atlantic at Nicaragua and 
hasten California Gold Rush mail. This route, by Accessory Transit Company of Nicaragua 
(the Vanderbilt Lines), was seven days faster than mail sent via Panama.

By Pigeon in New Zealand
The first air mail, naturally enough, was by bird – probably pigeon post in Paris. But an 

early, regular air post was the Great Barrier Pigeongram Service in New Zealand (the New 
Zealand Post and Telegraph Department objected to the word “post” for a private service, so the 
original adhesive stamp had to be overprinted with “Pigeongram”) This example of a ‘flimsy’ 
pigeon letter with the cancelled stamp on the back read: “Great Barrier, 20/6/99. Mr. Perry, 
Would you kindly meet my son who will arrive by this days boat. Yours etc. P. Johnson.”

Fig. 1:  Carried from San 
Francisco by Steamship, 
then loaded onto mules 
for the trek across the 
Nicaraguan isthmus to the 
Atlantic side and onward 
transmission to New York 
and onward to Maine. 

Fig. 2: Carried 
from the Great 
Barrier Reef by 
pigeon June 20, 
1899, to Auckland 
so a ship could 
be met.
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An article in the New Zealand Herald July 20, 1899, praised the athleticism of the 
bird: “A pigeon with a message left Auckland at 8 a.m., July 16 and a reply was received 
at 11:15 a.m.” 

Great Barrier soon had competitors, and so their handstamp added the word “Copyright.” 
The ‘flimsy’ messages were delivered in envelopes for which the recipient would sign, as 
with a telegram. This example was an hourly report of the progress of ore prospecting.

By Bicycle in Western Australia
New methods of transportation furnished good postal stories. As soon as the safety 

bicycle was developed, messenger services adopted them. The gold rush of Western Australia 
in the 1890s brought 200,000 people to the harsh desert land – and the nearest post office 
was 200 kilometers away. Mr. J.A. Healy created a regular bicycle delivery to transport 
mail between Coolgardie Post Office and the mines. This example was sent November 2, 
1895.

Fig. 3:  Carried by 
pigeon and delivered in 
an envelope to a mine 
inspector in Auckland, 
September 18, 1899: 
“Found good payable 
stone. Crush tomorrow.”

Fig. 4: Carried by bi-
cycle from Coolgardie to 
the mines, a letter mailed 
in Albany, Western 
Australia, November 2, 
1895.



POSTAL HISTORY JOURNAL, NO. 141:  OCTOBER  2008 21

By Bicycle in California
The bicycle was a quick and handy alternative to the railroad during a California strike. 

When the 210 mile route between Fresno and San Francisco was closed by a strike by the 
American Railroad Union, the Victor Bicycle Messenger Service sprang up to serve the 
isolated San Joaquin Valley. Apparently, a clerk in a grocery store, John Nourse, suggested 
the idea to Arthur C. Banta who was the agent for Victor bicycles in Fresno. At the San 
Francisco end, mail was left with the Overman Wheel Co. The service lasted just the 13 
days of the strike, from July 6, 1894 to July 18, 1894, and delivered about 380 pieces of 
commercial mail (this letter was written by Nourse to his mother in San Francisco). The 
promotional advantage for Victor bicycles may have lasted longer!

By Atlantic Ocean Current in a Bottle
Probably the most fascinating relic is a note found in a bottle. The letter tells its own 

story – but the ‘back-story’ is that U.S. merchant ships carried much of the world’s ocean 
commerce in the early 1800s when European vessels were employed by navies at war. 
Because of this pre-eminence, American seamen earned much higher wages: $25 to $35 per 
month compared to roughly $7 paid British naval tars. The latter often deserted, only to be 
routinely recaptured by the British navy. But boarding officers took to ignoring citizenship 
and impressed Americans into service. And escape through legal channels was not optimistic. 
The American Consul in London, George Erving, was able to get 273 releases in 1,500 cases 
from March 12, 1803 to May 18, 1805. Impressment was one of the grievances leading to 
the War of 1812.

“Lat 10. Long 74 on Board the Pethel Sloop of War. I am American Born at Boston 
aged 26 years Sailed from New York on Board the Brig Lyon Nov 26, 1805. 
Nothing Occurred worthy of Remark for 14 days after We lost sight of the Hook 
when at 6 o’clock in the Evening we was brought to by the above Vessel and after 
undergoing many Species of Insult myself & three others mainly Frederick Fenton, 
Simon Alogos & Aaron Stusio, all native Americans were ordered on board which 
we refused & on so doing was beaten & Kicked into the Boat, was then thrown 
into Irons for ten days, after which time was brought on Deck & Interrogated if we 
would enter in his Majesties Service with the Alternative of a good flogging and 
to live on bread and Water until we should comply with their Imperious mandates, 

Fig. 5: Carried by 
bicycle from Fresno 
to San Francisco, July 
12, 1894. Handstamp 
on back of the private 
messenger service.
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after a short Consultation amongst us we agreed to enter & Embrace the first 
Opportunity that Occurred to free us from the Slavery in which we was involved. 
Accordingly we Signified our willingness to become the Tools of the Navy of his 
Britannic Majesty. Tis Impossible to say any more as my watch on Deck is called. 
I must therefore conclude hoping that some Effectual mode of Redressing the 
grievances of American Tars will be thought of & put into Execution by our Govt. 
John Johnston Jany. 10, 1806.”

Fig. 6:  Carried 
by sea beginning 
January 10, 1806 
off the coast of 
South America. 
Front & back 
of the slightly 
water-damaged 
letter found in a 
bottle in North 
Carolina, June 
1806.



POSTAL HISTORY JOURNAL, NO. 141:  OCTOBER  2008 23

A covering letter of June 10, 1806 from the Collector of the Port of Baltimore to the Collector 
of the Port of New York indicated that the bottle had been picked up by the master of a 
coasting vessel on the shore of North Carolina (the coordinates reveal that it was tossed into 
the sea on the Caribbean coast of South America from where it was apparently borne by the 
strong currents surging through the Yucatan channel and the Straits of Florida to connect 
with the Gulf Stream flowing north). Since the impressed men had sailed from New York, 
the Collector there might have the “power to furnish the necessary proofs for their relief.”

Mail that was carried, willy-nilly, by ocean currents and then by some quirk of fate, 
fallen into the hands of some recipient who recognized the importance of keeping it – thank 
heavens there’s a little bit of a collector in most of us.

Paul Zatulove, retired stock broker and Phoenix, Arizona, philanthropist is a longtime 
stamp collector drawn to the narratives behind postal history.

Fig. 7:  The covering let-
ter to the message found 
in a bottle, given to the 
Collector of Customs at 
Baltimore who mailed it 
to his counterpart in New 
York, June 10, 1806. Ex-
Frajola. First quoted in 
P.S. a quarterly journal of 
postal history, No. 6 1980.

Postal Dogs
Postal Dogs, by Salvador Bofarull FRPS, St. Paul MN 2008 (hardcover, 104 pages), 

is a very entertaining, yet thorough, study of canine carriage of the mail worldwide. The 
Spanish postal historian chose a ‘gift book’ format, rightly imagining that the subject would 
have broad appeal. Owney, the RPO mascot from Albany N.Y. and a longtime favorite of 
visitors to the Smithsonian National Postal Museum is honored, and the book is dedicated 
to a similarly treasured stray of Madrid, Perro Paco. But they belong to his chapter on 
miscellaneous postal dogs (that also includes the topic of sending of dogs through the 
post). The serious canine messengers, and evidence of the mail they carried, are covered in 
chapters on the various vicissitudes of military use (Franco-Prussian War through the two 
World Wars, organized by country) and civilian use in remote areas (often pulling sledges 
over snow, but also just helping mail carriers on steep cobbles or rural tracks). 

A hundred color illustrations, many maps and a 
comprehensive bibliography ensure that this remain 
a reference work, as well as a fund of stories. $20 + 
shipping, pogopen@usfamily.net.

Gstaad to Geneva, Switzerland, Feb. 18 1936, Carried by 
dog sledge and by a mailman on skiis over Lamon Pass. 
Courtesy Dr. Teddy Dahinden. Page 74.
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U. S. Personalized Postage 2004 to 2008
by Joann Lenz

In 2004, the U.S. Postal Service office overseeing the effort to sell postage over the 
Internet hatched the idea of allowing companies to market personalized – or customized 
– labels that would represent postage rates, for a profit. A precursor had been a product 
called “Creative Postage Labels” marketed in April by Avery Dennison: a self-adhesive, 
personalized, label as a frame for the application of a regular issue postage stamp.

The official USPS weekly Postal Bulletin of July 22 announced approval of a market 
test to be conducted by the company ‘Stamps.com.’1 The first stamps, called PhotoStamps, 
appeared on letters July 23 – offered in panes of 20, of the 7 denominations of regular 
domestic postage. Interested in seeing whether, despite instructions to the contrary, postal 
clerks would reject the labels as fantasies, Linn’s conducted a test of twenty 37 cent mailings. 
None were returned.2

Fig. 1:  Precursors to personalized postage: the selvage from Avery labels; a stock design used 
April 13, 2004 (note printed ‘perfs’ as well as ‘perfed’ label separations; a design of the author’s to 
honor the Bureau Issues Association.

Fig 2:  The experimental stage: “Stamps.
com” design used on one of the Linn’s test 
envelopes, mailed August 18, 2004 by Bill 
McAllister.

The postage (as the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Council disapproved of the idea, the labels 
were to be called ‘postage’ not ‘stamps’) was to be printed with luminescent tagging, as are 
most U.S. stamps. And the PhotoStamps appeared in three successive versions: the earliest, 
which the author ordered August 3, lacked a “stamps.com” inscription on the lower-left of 
the selvage, and had tagging over the bar code on the lower-right side of the stamp. The 
second version (ordered August 18) added the inscription and moved the tagging to the 
right of the bar code. The third (ordered August 25) had a larger block of tagging further to 
the right of the bar code, and the whole was larger: 35 x 49 mm instead of 34 by 48 mm. 
Numerals 1 through 4 in taggant ink appeared below the right side of the bottom stamp in 
each column.

Fig. 3:  The bottom selvage for the 2nd and 3rd versions of the first test of PhotoStamps.
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In September, it was reported that Stamps.com had received orders for 40,000 panes 
of 20 stamps each, of which 40% bore photographs of children. Family photographs (or 
at least images of people) made up 67% of the orders. The World Wildlife Fund benefited 
from stamps in five designs: African elephant, giant panda, lowland gorilla, one-horned 
rhino and Bengal tiger.

But on September 13, the company refused orders with photos of anyone older than 
twelve. Company censors had inadvertently passed images of the Rosenbergs, Slobodan 
Milosevic and Ted Kaczynski – so, even without USPS pressure, they changed the rules.

The test period ended with September, and no orders were accepted as of October 1, 
pending a USPS review. The final tally showed that 2,942,400 stamps were sold, though 
only 7,380 of the $3.85 rate for Priority Mail – which made it a relative philatelic rarity. 
On October 12, the company sent an email to customers requesting they send the USPS 
letters of endorsement.

Fig. 4:  Benefit usage in the 
experimental stage: a post-
card mailed with a regular 
World Wildlife Fund 23 cent 
stamp and a generic 27 
cents NetStamp to make up 
the rate to Mexico, mailed 
October 8, 2004.

Fig. 5:  Bureau Issues design of 
the author’s, mailed November 1, 
2004.

Fig. 6:  The selvage from Avery’s test 
run of personalized holiday stamps.

Avery Dennison then had a test run, October 18 to November 14, of a holiday version: 
“Avery Personalized Fun Stamps” that drew on their earlier non-denominated labels. The 
company took a very conservative attitude to assessing possible images – spending as long 
as a day to approve one design. 
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For final approval of the whole idea, the USPS had to have judged whether the adhesive 
labels could be considered currency, private images being barred from U.S. money. Once 
they were ruled not currency, Photostamps got the go-ahead for a year-long test beginning 
May 17, 2005. 

On July 18, Stamps.com partnered with CafePress.
com to provide a broader base for ordering personalized 
designs.

In April, a second company – Endicia.
com – received approval for a one year test 
of their “PictureItPostage.” By late May, they 
were offering stamps in just 4 denominations, 
in horizontal or vertical orientation. They 
charged $8.50 for each image rejected, against 
$10 from Stamps.com [the author, though, was 
never charged for a rejected image]. In 2006 
Endicia switched to a 10-stamp pane but the 
minimum order remained 20 stamps. Endicia 
also produced a multi-design pane to benefit 
the Global Fund.

Fig. 8:  A Stamps.com test 
run design of the author’s, 
ordered April 26, 2005, 
and mailed as a souvenir 
of this early use, May 20, 
2005.

Fig. 9:  A CafePress design for Stamps.com, summer 2005.

Fig. 10:  A design of the author’s accepted by PictureItPostage that had been rejected by 
PhotoStamps, mailed June 13, 2005.

Fig. 7:  Selvage for orders placed 
by May 16, 2005, for PhotoStamps 
second test.
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The philatelic status of these postage labels to a certain extent depends on their 
acceptance by the standard catalogs (up to the 2008 edition they appear in Scott’s Specialized, 
pages 420-9). But in terms of postal history, they clearly appeal sufficiently to the public 
to have carved out a niche. As with vanity license plates, enough postal patrons are willing 
to pay approximately twice the postage rate to advertise themselves, a product, a team or 
alma mater, or to produce a souvenir.

Endnotes
1 Bill McCallister, “Computer-generated personalized ‘Photostamps’ begin mail tests following 
Postal Service approval.” Linn’s Stamp Magazine August 9, 2004.
2 Linn’s September 20, 2004.

Joann Lenz has collected stamps for four decades, and has recently concentrated on modern 
developments, particularly the electronic mail experiments of the postal service 1960 to 
1990s. She presented an elective on the topic of personalized postage at the American 
Philatelic Society’s Summer Seminar 2008.

Zazzle.com, in partnership with Pitney Bowes, became the third company, sales 
beginning July 18, 2005. With access to Disney images, they could offer popular subjects 
as well as personal photographs. As with Photostamps, there were 7 denominations offered: 
one pane, or 20, of the 37 cents cost $16.99 – or 85 cents each – without shipping charges. 
Customization was not cheap. But Zazzle did not charge a fee for rejected images. Zazzle 
also arranged for benefit stamps, through a Community Giving Program.

Endicia.com ran into censorship problems with a stamp of a student photograph of 
President Bush; Zazzle with one of baby Adoph Hitler. Company rules were explicit: no 
image representing political themes of “images of politicians, retired, deceased, or current.” 
No copyrighted images. And Stamps.com added that they would reject any vintage or older 
images. The companies implied that violating the agreement might entail being sued for 
liability damages to “reputation and goodwill.”

In January 2006, a bill passed by Congress and signed by the President allowed 
commercial images on postage labels – leading to more companies entering the field. 
Xpress It Postage partnered with Endicia. Several companies partnered with Pitney Bowes: 
PremierPostage, YourStamps (started by Fujifilm in 2007) and Mountaincow which 
introduced StationeryStamps in 2008. In late 2006, Stamps.com offered personal designs 
on Photo NetStamp labels in any denomination up to 3 digits and 2 decimals, including 
VOID. Customers paid a monthly fee to download and print postage on personalized labels 
purchased form Stamps.com. Pitney Bowes sold black and white meter stamps called Stamp 
Expressions. These could be created on a “pup” (printer) at one’s own desk.

Fig. 11:  Designs of the author’s, from Fujifilm’s 
YourStamps on the left (a postcard mailed to 
Canada March 16, 2007), and Mountaincow’s 
StationeryStamps on the right.
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The Highway Post Office
by Robert G. Cullen

   Symbol of progress and forward stride;
   We sing its praise and greet with pride;
   Equal in portent and true progress;
   To the ‘Rail,’ ‘Airmail,’ and ‘Pony Express.’1

So wrote Dabny Simpson of Middleburg, Virginia, in 1941 to commemorate the 
inaugural run of the Highway Post Office service in his home state.2

The Highway Post Offices were large vehicles not as honored as the other means of 
mail transportation cited in Simpson’s poem, but deserving recognition as an innovative 
transportation technology that effectively moved the mail. 

Those vehicles, during a fast-paced and often turbulent period of American life between 
the World War II era and the Age of Watergate, acted as a crucial link in expediting postal 
operations. At the height of their existence, the brightly colored Highway Post Offices became 
familiar and welcome sights along the nation’s roads. The vehicles were also motorized 
beehives of frenzied activity, carrying postal employees who used the travel time to rapidly 
pick up, sort through, and drop off mail along the way.3  

The Highway Post Office’s origins can be directly traced to an earlier time and older 
mode of transportation. In the late 1830s, “Route Agents” from the U.S. Post Office 
Department first traveled on trains to partially sort through the mail on board. About a 
quarter-century later, a more comprehensive approach for processing mail on trains was 
introduced. George B. Armstrong, assistant postmaster general in Chicago, saw trains as a 
more vigorous, higher-speed alternative to other means of postal transport that could get a 
lot of the work done en route. In July 1862, he established an experimental route for that 
purpose in converted baggage cars on the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad. This improved 
mail distribution subsequently expanded to other rail lines, and the Railway Mail Service 
was ultimately established in 1869.4 Throughout the remaining decades of the 19th century, 
the RMS thrived as an increasing number of train tracks crisscrossed the nation, becoming 
more than just a major force of the mail delivery network: in many respects the U.S. Post 
Office Department’s backbone.5 

By the 1920s, however, the Railway Mail Service faced a formidable threat to its 
existence: a sharp decline in passenger and business traffic on the nation’s trains. This trend 
continued at a furious pace throughout that decade and into the 1930s. Railroad companies, 
faced with huge losses in freight revenue, began to scale back and even eliminate the 
operation of many unprofitable trains. These curtailments on both main and branch lines 
serving various far-flung communities nationwide led to the termination of a lot of railway 
post office cars.6

The main reason for this dramatic drop in railroad use was the competing highway 
transportation system that grew larger in both size and significance during those decades, 
evolving from the often dirt-based, rutted, and impassable jumble of roads earlier in the 
20th century. This growth was aided by the introduction of motor vehicles and the need for 
better, stronger roads to accommodate that new means of transportation. 7 

The nation’s mail-delivery priorities likewise played an important role in efforts to 
improve those roads. The Rural Free Delivery program, for example, broadly fueled the 
demand for good, all-weather routes for distributing mail throughout the countryside,8bringing 
about the first major federal expenditures for road building since the 1830s. A Post Office 
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Department appropriation bill approved in 1912 launched an experimental federal-aid post 
road program. The Post Office Appropriations Act for 1913 accomplished this by authorizing 
$500,000, divided equally among the states, to improve roads that were or could be designated 
for the rural free delivery of mail, as long as state or local governments agreed to pay two-
thirds of the costs involved. The act also authorized a joint congressional committee to study 
and report on federal aid to highways.9

The Federal Aid Road Act of 1916, in turn, defined and established the basic concepts of 
a federal-state program for building rural post roads. That law apportioned $75 million spread 
out over five years and based on one-third each of a state’s area, population, and rural post 
road mileage. The federal share was 50 percent of the cost, which could not exceed $10,000 
per mile. A state, in order to be eligible for that funding, would need to have a highway 
agency in place and the state legislature’s needed formal assent to the law’s provisions.10

The Federal Highway Act of 1921, a landmark law which further strengthened federal 
participation in state-level road building efforts appropriated $75 million for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1922, to be distributed to the states for work on roads. These funds had to 
be spent on seven percent of each state’s total mileage; three-sevenths of which had to be 
interstate in character on which as much as 60 percent of the federal funds could be spent.11  
These provisions, by focusing funds on just a small fraction of each state’s roads, led to a 
more efficient and better connected highways system in place of the irregular, piecemeal 
segments previously built. Another key provision made continued federal funding contingent 
on a state’s compliance with enhanced engineering standards for the adequacy, durability, 
and width of its designated roads.12

Over the next decade or so, the Golden Age of road building, improved highways more 
than doubled to approximately 470,000 miles.13 Even the Great Depression could not slow 
down this steady progress; President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal spent about a billion 
dollars altogether on road building projects during the 1930s to put people back to work.14

More highways were hard-surfaced, also wider, smoother, straighter, and able to handle 
heavier traffic and higher speeds. The bridges carrying those highways also improved 
markedly.  The increased federal support constituted a key reason for these strides; so did 
such major technological innovations as sturdier pavement design and more refined earth-
moving equipment.15 Those advancements made it even easier for more and more individuals 
to abandon trains for the now-greater convenience and flexibility offered by highways. 
Automobile travel skyrocketed, truck use intensified, the motorbus industry blossomed.16

Travel by all these types of motor vehicles increased from 45 billion to 252 billion vehicle 
miles between 1920 and 1936 – a jump of 460 percent.17 As railroad operations continued to 
shrink in response to this breathtaking trend, postal officials struggled with how to preserve 
the fast-mail service being lost in the process. A consensus emerged that highways, which 
created the problem in the first place, could also provide a solution.18

The Post Office Department’s first proposed solution was setting up a widespread Star 
Route system relying on trucks to provide postal deliveries in areas where the Railway Mail 
Service had been withdrawn. Those trucks, it turned out, could not equal the level of service 
that the trains had supplied as they were not set up for any mail-sorting operations in transit. 
That inactivity on the road consequently shifted extra work onto already inundated post 
offices along the way,19  so something more was needed to fill the void left by discontinued 
trains. A California-based railway mail clerk named James F. Cooper, in 1927, sought to 
creatively address that need. He envisioned a big, specially outfitted highway vehicle that 
could assume the functions of a railway mail car. Cooper, who has since been called the 
“Father of the Highway Post Office,” introduced a resolution at a meeting of the Railway 
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Mail Association’s Sacramento branch, eventually endorsed by the association’s California 
Division. Postal officials in Washington, D.C., however, did not act upon the proposed idea 
despite the ever-growing loss of rail service.20  

There were other attempts, notably from enterprising bus and truck manufacturers, 
to convince the Post Office Department to allow vehicles similar to railway cars out on 
the highways.21 As the shutdown of money-draining trains only accelerated in the 1930s, 
the department’s leadership finally embraced the need for larger-sized mail service on the 
highways and started asking Congress for authorization to make that happen.22  

A bill acceptable to all parties finally triumphed after a couple of dashed legislative 
efforts. House Resolution (H.R.) 6424, which provided for the transportation and handling 
of mail on motor vehicles where adequate railroad facilities were not available, passed the 
House of Representatives in August 1939, and the Senate the following June.  Roosevelt 
signed the measure into law on July 11.23 The task of mapping out the plan for an HPO fell 
to Second Assistant Postmaster General Smith W. Purdum, who was temporarily in charge 
of the agency following James A. Farley’s recent resignation as Postmaster General.24

About a month after the law, Purdum named a committee of postal employees to figure 
out how to best implement its provisions: Railway Mail Service General Superintendent 
John D. Hardy; two of that service’s assistant superintendents, Nair G. Maxson and Edward 
R. Jones; Motor Vehicle Service Superintendent Al G. Biedenweig; and Floyd M. Williams, 
a postal engineer.25 

A huge priority for this group was to examine possible types of vehicles and decide 
which ones could best be modified to operate like railway mail cars. The committee settled on 
three types that appeared to be the most promising: a standard passenger bus with a pancake-
shaped engine under the floor; another bus with its engine in the rear; and a tractor-trailer. 
Each of these vehicles would need to be tested out on the road to determine their actual 
effectiveness.26  Frank C. Walker, Postmaster General since September, wrote October 11 
to the U.S. Comptroller General requesting permission to purchase – without advertising 
– one of each of those vehicles.  This request was approved a week later.27

The committee then focused on where its experimental routes should be located. On 
October 26, Hardy disseminated a nationwide survey to the Railway Mail Service divisional 
superintendents to help determine that. Approximately 200 routes were recommended as a 
result of this survey.28

In deciding which of these routes to choose, the Post Office Department took road 
conditions into careful account. The Highway Post Offices, after all, could not perform 
effectively on anything other than hard-surfaced, year-round, modernized roads of sufficient 
width. In addition, the bridges had to be strong enough to withstand the heavy Highway Post 
Offices and each underpass needed to be adequately elevated to allow those vehicles safe 
passage beneath.29  With all that in mind, the first experimental route to be selected among 
the 200 candidates was a 146-mile-long one between Washington, D.C., and Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, weaving through three Virginia-based highways that in many respects reflected 
the Old Dominion State’s considerable progress in road building since the early 1920s. 
The route, because its diverse topography ranged from flat to steep in both rural and urban 
settings, also offered optimal testing conditions for the service’s vehicle.30  

The vehicle chosen for this route was the passenger bus with the pancake-shaped engine. 
built by the White Motor Company.  It weighed 10 tons, and measured nine-and-a-half feet 
high, eight feet wide and 33 feet bumper to bumper, with a 105 gallon fuel tank.31  Its interior 
was specially outfitted and closely resembled that of a railway mail car. There was a sorting 
table with pigeon holes just above it towards the front of the vehicle, and steel racks with 
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hooks were located nearby for lining up mailbags, as well as a work table.  The rear of the 
vehicle included storage space for up to 150 sorted-through mailbags.  In addition, there 
were electric lights on the ceiling.  Finally, letter drops had been installed on the vehicle so 
that individuals could easily deposit their mail during stops along the route.32

The first use of those letter drops took place on January 20, 1941, when the vehicle 
was driven to the White House for a courtesy call. Roosevelt used the occasion to deposit 
the first-ever Highway Post letter (see Figure 3, next page).33

Three weeks later, on February 10, the Highway Post Office made its initial trip, leaving 
Washington, D.C., at 5:33 that Monday morning, rumbling past the city’s marble buildings 
and soon making its way deep into the Virginia countryside. At scheduled stops along the 
way, this new means of postal transportation was greeted with considerable fanfare. The 
vehicle reached Harrisonburg just ahead of schedule at 10:49 that morning. For the return 
trip, the vehicle departed that Virginia city at 4:00 p.m. and made it back to the end point 
in the nation’s capital at 9:24 that night.34 

Figs. 1 & 2:  The White 
Motor Company’s bus 
that was the first ex-
perimental Highway Post 
Office, and became the 
norm. Exterior and the 
interior fitted up for mail 
processing by former 
Railway Mail clerks. (All 
photographs from the 
collection of the Smith-
sonian National Postal 
Museum.)
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In the wake of that celebratory inaugural trip, the crew of the first Highway Post Office 
continued to amass a solid record of on time mail distribution. Those veteran railway postal 
clerks, working daily except on Sundays and holidays, busily and efficiently sorted and 
dispatched mail on the new mode of transportation.35 Their vehicle more than proved itself 
a suitable substitute for train-based service. Not so the other two vehicles elsewhere that 
same year.

The International Harvester tractor-trailer, used on an experimental route established 
that May in Indiana, was especially dismal: mechanical defects, an 80-gallon gasoline 
tank unable to fully cover a 302-mile round trip, and a tendency to jack-knife on slippery 
pavement. There were also difficulties trying to park the often unwieldy vehicle alongside 
post office loading platforms, and the driver in the tractor could not readily communicate 
with the mail-handling crew in the trailer. That type of vehicle was consequently eliminated 
from further consideration as a Highway Post Office.36  

A Mack-International bus with its engine in the rear fell short of expectations on an 
experimental route launched in California that August. The gasoline tank had just an 80-
gallon gasoline capacity, which forced the crew to stop at intermediate points during each 
304-mile round trip to refuel, so very few other of these buses would be used as Highway 
Post Offices.37 

Fig. 3:  The first Highway Post Office letter drop of January 20, 1941, at the White House.

Fig. 4:  A souvenir cover 
of the inaugural trip of 
the first Highway Post 
Office.
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The White Motor Company bus, as the most successful of those vehicles, became the 
standard for future Highway Post Offices. The United States’ entry in World War II towards 
the end of 1941, however, halted the introduction of additional vehicles and the routes on 
which they would serve. The war also put on hold major road building efforts. Once the 
war was over, Americans returned to planning, improving, and constructing more highways.  
The Post Office Department, in similar fashion, resumed extending its new service on those 
highways.38  

By the mid-1950s, the number of Highway Post Office routes had mushroomed to 
approximately 400.39 Success was due in large part to the organizational committee’s 
thorough planning at the onset. The Post Office Department may have been unusually tardy 
in adopting that service, but it also went the extra mile in ensuring that those vehicles would 
get the job done.

In the 1960s, though, the Highway Post Office joined its railway counterpart as an 
endangered species. The nation’s mail was now increasingly handled in postal sectional 
centers, containing sophisticated and higher-speed mechanical sorting methods, which were 
set up on a regional basis as part of a department-wide reorganization.  This mail-handling 
breakthrough made the Highway Post Office drastically less relevant. Routes were therefore 
gradually phased out, with the original one between Washington, D.C., and Harrisonburg 
ending in 1965.40  The Highway Post Office service’s final journey occurred in Ohio on June 
30, 1974, between Cincinnati and Cleveland.41  The last surviving Railway Post Office run, 
incidentally, took place three years later.42  

The Highway Post Office, more than three decades after its final trip, is most fully 
appreciated as an important component of a once-vast postal transportation network. The 
Highway Post Office did play just a supporting role - and a comparatively brief one - within 
that network, but it was also a pivotal role that kept the nation’s fast-mail supply chain both 
intact and viable during a critical period.43

In an even larger sense, those vehicles reflected the ever-growing comfort and savvy 
of postal officials with deploying road-based vehicles for mail service. The Highway Post 
Office also wielded far-reaching if overlooked influence in other respects both within and 
beyond mail-delivery operations. During World War II, for example, the U.S. military drew 
upon the original Highway Post Office as a model for buses customized and used to transport 
personnel, stretchers and cargos.44 Even one of the Highway Post Office service’s earliest 
and most egregious setbacks – the tractor-trailer tested in Indiana – was adopted to more 
effective mail-delivery use in the 1950s when those rigs were first widely and successfully 
utilized to haul mail between large postal facilities.45 

As all of this confirms, the Highway Post Office met and arguably even exceeded 
expectations, which is why it remains an invaluable case study of postal transportation 
technology in action.    
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Cultural Topics: FTPs & Regulatory Economics
a review by Robert Dalton Harris

Robert M. Bell, Folded Typewriter Postcards: Effective Economical Commercial Communications 
– Types, Usages, Rarity, Development, Growth, and Decline (West Sedona AZ 2008). Softcover, 115 
pages, 49 color images. $35 + shipping, Box 3668, West Sedona AZ 86340. rmsbell@esedona.net. 

Michael A. Crew & Paul R. Kleindorfer, eds. Competition and Regulation in the Postal and Delivery 
Sector (Cheltenham UK & Northampton MA 2008). Hardcover, 399 pages, from a series on Advances 
in Regulatory Economics. Edward Elgar Pub. Inc., 9 Dewey Court, Northampton MA 01060.

Ten years ago, Barbara Mueller, reviewing Rex Stever’s Handling the Mails at Corpus 
Christi, noticed “a new genre of postal history studies seems to be merging.” Since then, postal 
history as local history has flourished - just look at the range of studies reflected in “American 
Postal History in Other Journals” beginning page 42. Outside of this genre, and from the 
academic frame of mind, we’ve had Richard John’s Spreading the News (postal history as 
political history)  and David Henken’s Postal Age (postal history as social history) and, more 
recently, the promise of postal history as economic history. 

Rob Bell published an early account of his work in 
PHJ 119 (June 2001, pages 4,5) and now he has published 
a monograph, Folded Typewriter Postcards (the full title 
reveals its scope) which shows muscles and bones and 
nervous system at work during the intervening time.

The introduction provides us with a panorama of the 
author’s concerns – his touch for the actual objects and how 
they were used; he understands the economics. I was most 
struck by the numeracy of his account: the nomenclature, 
the ranking, the measures. But he is aware that this topic is 
a fertile landscape rich with questions which are intensely 
cultural in their implications. At the end of each section, 
he includes under “Research” aspects of the cards that he 
questions and for which there presently are no answers 

(“Why were hand stamps more frequently 
used than a printed number?” “What were the 
typewriters that had the greatest efficiency, 
reliability, and durability when being constantly 
used to type on FTPs?”) Postal history as cultural 
history through an examination of material 
evidence.

Competition and Regulation in the Postal 
and Delivery Sector faces such questions 
through data collection and the construction of 
models. 58 contributors and 49 sponsors: “Royal 
Mail, Deutsche Post World Net, United States 
Postal Service, Bank of America, Canada Post 
Corporation, FedEx …” Here, too, the numbers 
are everywhere, and are given a problem to 
manage: how to more fully open the postal 
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service to the free market. What has been and what should be the universal service obligation 
of the posts? How to regulate the interactions between the incumbents and the market entrants 
so that a universal service obligation is achieved or maintained. 

Both books, whatever their differences, rely on numbers, rank and measure. They also 
both address their central task to questions of geography as well as to cultural distinctions 
among the national and entrepreneurial players. What is wanted is an understanding of the 
cultural distinctions among postal systems - with respect to which the United States is an 
outlier. A major difference is, in Rob Bell’s book the local profit is incidental to the operational 
features of the system, but full market opening as explicated in the Regulatory Economics 
book proposes to make local profit essential to the operation of the system itself. This is a 
far cry from Cheap Postage: first class postage is now indexed to inflation.

The 1871 Harper’s article on postage stamps (see page 62) concludes 
– the Universal Postal Union on the horizon – with a ringing appeal for 
international postage stamps.

Postage stamps are still in their infancy, and we hardly know to what extent they 
are capable of being utilized. We trust ere long to see stamps used for international 
correspondence. International money-orders have been issued for some time, and why not 
international postage stamps. The idea seems to us a good one, and we trust that international 
stamps may be current at no distant date, thereby bringing into closer union the bonds of 
human brotherhood.

In 1871, postage stamps were still the icons of cheap postage, cultural projects on their own: 
they were collected, studied; articles were published, natural science. 

When first class postage was cheap, for the hundred years between 1850 and 1950, gross 
postal revenues grew by 7% per annum, doubling every ten years. Some early work suggested 
that postal revenues could be used as an index to a local economy even while contributing to 
exponential growth on a national scale. More recently students have discovered the values of 
postal data respecting money order business, which began during the Civil War. Total money 
order business quickly grew to two and a half times postal revenues and remained there for 
the duration of cheap postage, also growing on the average by 7% per year. Evidently, total 
postal revenues were tightly coupled to the amount of business done in the mails.

The 1900 Postmaster General’s report provides the fulcrum to balance the mail stream 
with money order business for each state. Considering the separate rank orderings for first 
class sent mail, third/fourth class sent mail, money orders sent and money orders received, the 
higher correlations were between first class letters sent and third/fourth class mail sent, and 
then between these mail volumes and the number of money orders received. In comparison, 
money orders were sent from states which otherwise originated little mail matter. 

The implication is intriguing: that the price of a postage stamp entailed an expanding 
economic system whose scope was matriculated by the post office into a national mail order 
economy. The rank order by state in the emergence of such features alerts us to geographic 
considerations, the distribution of populations and the role of cheap postage in the creation 
of a common market.

So, if postal history as local history began a new approach, we could now say that the 
post office provides the medium for quotidian life. Postal history - as whatever kind of history 
(local, political, social, local) - deserves a closer examination of scheduled transportation 
of the mails as a feature of the universal service obligation of the posts.
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More Than Words
a review by Diane DeBlois

The Canadian Museum of Civilization has a publishing arm called the Mercury Series, 
which in 2007 issued More Than Words: Readings in Transport, Communication and the History 
of Postal Communication, edited by John Willis, Historian at the Canadian Postal Museum. 
For him, this compilation was an extended description of what postal history entailed – studies 
derived from the entwined paths of postal service and interpersonal communication.

The book, true to Canadian biculturalism, includes essays in French or in English, 
introduced by abstracts in both languages, written by scholars from France, Canada, and 
the United States – and is organized in four parts.

Part one covers the systemic and symbolic import of the Post Office. Bernard Allaire 
shows how the French royal mail was shunted across the Atlantic; industrial historian Duncan 
Stacey examines the 1938 riot and occupation of the Vancouver, B.C. post office; Krista Cooke 
gives an overview of a century of postal processing in Canada; Historian at the Smithsonian 
National Postal Museum, Nancy A. Pope, describes collecting and exhibiting September 11, 
2001; Communications Professor Richard Kielbowicz presents “Testing the Boundaries of 
Postal Enterprise in the U.S. Free-Market Economy, 1880-1920;” and Willis, himself, provides 
a history of the rural posts in Prince Edward Island.

Part two examines epistolary practice and culture. Bianca Gendreau describes the quill 
pen industry; Nicole Castéran essays the culture of coded writing during the Seven Years’ 
War; Cécile Dauphin and Danièle Poublan explore 19th century letter writing in France; Sheila 
McIntyre from SUNY Potsdam explores letter writing and gentility in New England.

Part three then looks at particular people and their letters. Yves Frenette and Gabriele 
Scardellato present a case study of a 20th century immigrant from Denmark to Canada; 
Lorraine Gadoury from Canada Archives reveals the life in letters of Herman Witsius Ryland, 
colonial administrator of lower Canada; Manon Brunet of the University of Quebec exposes 
the secret correspondence between Abbé Casgrain and the Irish wife of the Governor General 
of British North America; Marguerite Sauriol deals with the letters of a French immigrant to 
Alberta at the beginning of the 20th century; Liz Turcotte gives an overview of letters during 
the two world wars; Susanne C. Knoblauch of the University of New Mexico compares the 
perceptions of two German immigrants from different centuries.

Part four covers communication and transport. Brad Loewen explores aspects of 
communication in the 16th century fishery; Jean-Pierre Crestien also examines fishing 
correspondence – but of the 18th century on Scatarie Island; Marianne Babal of Wells Fargo 
looks at Gold Rush steamer mail; Mary Vipond describes the CBC’s coverage of the Royal Tour 
of 1939; Jean Martin of the Canadian ministry of defense looks at military communications 
networks 1945 to 1975.

A summation, or epilogue, to the formidable range of these 21 papers is provided by Meg 
Ausman, Chief Historian of the United States Postal Service. She applauds the compilation for 
encouraging a new vision of other ways to approach the subject through social, archaeological, 
business and technological history. After putting each of the studies into larger context, she 
finishes by invoking the spirit of Mercury – “that symbol of communication whose flight is 
swift, shrewd, adaptable, independent in spirit, and multifarious with respect to means.” The 
book is beautifully designed, with artful sketches and good maps, though few illustrations; 
softcover, xi + 369 pages. Canadian Museum of Civilization, 100 Laurier Street, Box 3100 
Station B, Gatineau Quebec J8X 4H2, Canada. publications@civilization.ca.
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Danish Postal Service 1624-1927
a review by John R. Sabin

Den danske Postetat 1624-1927 (1983) [The Danish Postal Service 1624-1927 (1983)], by Toke 
Nørby, Forlaget Nørbyhus, 2008. 704 pp. (In Danish) Available for 250 Dkr ($55) + shipping. Toke 
Noeby@norbyhus.dk. [Real time errata for the book can be found at the same site.]

In a word, this book is a tome! It is heavy, 
printed in small letters, and filled with information. 
Although perhaps not the book one might choose for 
a nice read on vacation, it is an absolute must-have 
for anyone interested in the structure and personnel 
of the early Danish Postal Service. The book is an 
“enlarged, reworked, and completed” version of 
the Danish postal historian, Fritz Johannes Jacob 
Olsen’s books Poststyrelsen, Postkontorerne og Postmestrene i Danmark 1624-1924 (Postal 
Administration, Post Offices and Postmasters in Denmark 1624, published in 1925) and Den 
Danske Postetat 1624-1927 (The Danish Postal Service 1624-1927, published in 1929.) Nørby’s 
book represents a prodigious amount of work by the author, which has resulted in a remarkably 
complete and useful product.

The book is structured in three main sections, each with an introduction, followed by several 
short appendices. Before delving into it, however, one needs to realize that the information density 
is very high. This has necessitated the use of many abbreviations and acronyms. These can be found 
on pages 6, in the introductions to the three sections of the book (p. 524, 525), and in the literature 
list (p. 696). It is well worthwhile to maintain contact with these lists when using this book.

The first, and longest, of the main sections, DDPE-I, which perhaps contains the most difficult 
to obtain material, lists postal biographies of more than 4,300 people that were leaders of the post 
offices or were employed by the postal system from 1624 to 1927. Postmen (postbud) who delivered 
mail are not included. In each entry, the personal postal history of the entrant is recorded. In most 
cases, this information includes the entrant’s name, including variants in spelling, date and place 
of birth, perhaps some educational details, positions held with the post with dates and places, and 
with references to the origin of the information.

The second major section of the book, DDPE-II, charts the postal administration and its members 
from 01.01.1625, shortly after the establishment of the Danish postal service on 24.12.1624, until 
05.10.1983, when the last edition of the Danish Post and Telegraph’s (P&T) Official Announcements, 
after which it is very hard to follow Postal System careers. Some of the less public functions became 
difficult to trace as soon as 30.09.1977, when the new structure of the Postal Service was established.  
Clarifications of these arcane details are well made in Nørby’s book.  

DDPE-II is arranged in order of the various departments of the postal service, and gives the 
names and titles of the Department Chiefs, when each was appointed and subsequently left the job. 
Many are cross-referenced in DDPE-I, where additional information can be found.  

The third section, DDPE-III, deals with post offices and lists each alphabetically by location. For 
each post office, the various ranking postal administrators with time of tenure are listed. The format 
and information contained are much the same as in DDPE-II. I find this an especially interesting 
section, as it is possible to see how history affected the post by following postal appointments in 
cities such as Altona.

Den danske Postetat 1624-1927 (1983) is an important addition to the postal history of 
Denmark, and should be a part of the library of every postal historian of Denmark.
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American Postal History in Other Journals
by Douglas N. Clark

A large number of articles on U.S. postal history is being published each month. In order to present a 
useful survey of recent publications, it is necessary to adopt a rather narrow definition of postal history 
and to present what is more an index than a literary endeavor. Unlike an index, however, the present 
listing contains very little cross-referencing; so that a reader interested in trans-Atlantic mail should 
check each geographical location from which such mail might have originated. Editors not finding 
their publication reviewed here need only make sure the publication is available to the U.S. Associate 
Editor, at P.O. Box 427, Marstons Mills MA 02648-0427.

General Topics
Highway Post Offices

Lou & Lynch H.P.O. cover of 1953 represents both a commercially used highway post 
office usage and a first trip cover. The line and its history is discussed with several 
schedules shown. “Highway Post Offices” by William Keller, Trans. Post. Coll. 59, 
No. 3 (March-April 2008).

Richmond & Louisville H.P.O. and its establishment in 1949 are the subject of “Highway 
Post Offices” by William Keller. The article is a “prequel” to the author’s column on 
the Lou & Lynch H.P.O., Trans. Post. Coll. 59, No. 4 (May-June 2008).

Independent Mails
Hussey’s Special Message Post has experienced two recent discoveries: a new marking 

and several confirming copies of a known marking, 1866-70. The discoveries are the 
subject of “Unique Hussey Handstamp Becomes Rate” by Gordon Stimmell and John 
D. Bowman. Chronicle 60, No. 2 (May 2008).

Inland Waterways
“Louisville and Cincinnati Mail Line Postal Markings, Part 2” by James W. Milgram 

continues the author’s examination of covers with makings of this waterway route agent. 
13 more covers and a listing are provided, 1851-74. Chronicle 60, No. 2 (May 2008).

Military Mail
Exchange of personnel and mail between the U.S. and Japan during World War II was 

handled by the Swedish vessel Gripsholm. The story is told in “MS Gripsholm and the 
1942-1943 Diplomatic Exchange Voyages with Japan” by Louis Fiset and illustrated 
with covers carried on board the ship. Post. Hist. J. No. 140 (May 2008).

Fletcher’s Ice Island is the destination of a 1953 cover with to an APO address. Author 
Albert Briggs points out that this represents “Air Mail to an Iceberg.” Prexie Era No. 
41 (Spring 2008).

Getting letters to the occupying Union soldiers and reopening post offices in the south 
were duties of “Absalom Markland, U.S. Grant’s Postmaster.” This article by Stefan 
T. Jaronski traces Col. Markland’s service to Grant, through Tennessee and Georgia, 
1861-65. La Posta 39, No. 1 (February-March 2008).

“U.S. Domestic Lighter Than Air Bases in WWII” by Richard W. Helbock gives a list of 
such Naval Air Stations and pictures some seven covers. La Posta 39, No. 1 (February-
March 2008).

Ocean Mail
Steamship covers supplementing the author’s book are illustrated in “Additional Steamship 

Covers for United States Incoming Steamship Mail, 1847-1875, Second Edition” by 
Theron J. Wierenga. Chronicle 60, No. 2 (May 2008).
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“U.S. Packet Mail Carried by the Cunard Line: 1847-1851” by Harvey Mirsky shows mail 
of the pre-treaty period (July 1, 1847-June 27, 1848), the Retaliatory Rate period (June 
27, 1848-January 3, 1849) and the Treaty Period (post January 3, 1849), all franked 
with the U.S. 1847 issue. C. C. Phil. 87, No. 2 (May-June 2008).

Post Office History, Donald M. Dickinson, John Wannamaker and Wilson S. Bissell, 
Postmasters General, 1888-1889, 1889-1893 and 1893-1895, are the subjects of 
“Postmasters General of the United States XXXIV, XXXV and XXXVI” by Daniel 
Y. Meschter. La Posta 39, No. 1 (February-March 2008), No. 2 (April-May 2008) and 
No. 3 (June-July 2008).

Postal Markings
“Country Name Handstamps,” 17 varieties, naming 12 different countries, are illustrated by 

Mike Ludeman. Some examples of how they were used are shown, 1894-1933. Aux. 
Marks. V, No. 2 (April 2008).

Held for Postage markings reported to date are listed in “One Last Look at ‘Held for Postage’ 
Markings” by Tony Wawrukiewicz. Related markings such as “This is the mail for which 
you sent postage” are also included, 1855-1958. Aux. Marks. V, No. 2 (April 2008).

“Late Arrival Mail and Related Auxiliary Marks” by Thomas Breske contains illustrations 
of “Late Arrival/Detention,” “Train Late,” “Too Late” and other auxiliary markings, 
1883-1957. Aux. Marks. V, No. 3 (July 2008).

“Patent Models for Postage and Revenue Stamp Defacing” by Deborah Friedman illustrates 
several such devices, 1865-80. The postmark images they produced are not shown. Post. 
Hist. J. No. 140 (May 2008).

Return to Sender markings (ten examples used in December 2005) are illustrated in “Machine 
cancels - Return to Sender Mail from Southern Connecticut” by Tony Wawrukiewicz. 
Aux. Marks. V, No. 3 (July 2008).

Special Delivery mail, when delivered, was supposed to be marked to indicate that the 
special delivery fee was claimed. Examples of the marking (1903-41) and relevant 
regulations, are given in “Collecting the Special Delivery Fee” by Tony Wawrukiewicz. 
Aux. Marks. V, No. 3 (July 2008).

“Supplementary Mail Type A Handstamps: Population and Characteristics of the Genuine 
Marking” by Steven Rosen brings the subject up to date with some genuine and fake 
examples, 1850s-70s. Chronicle 60, No. 2 (May 2008).

Railway Mail
Railway mail clerk’s correspondence (1936) with the Post Office Department prior to 

appointment is reproduced, giving insight into the appointment process and the nature 
of the job. Mike Ludeman, “So you want to be an RMS Clerk,” Trans. Post. Coll. 59, 
No. 3 (March-April 2008).

Street car R.P.O. covers of the Cleveland Circuit and Pittsburgh Street Car R.P.O.s (1911 
and 1913) show impressions of two different styles of postmarks. Author David A. 
Gentry explains the situation in “News from the Cities.” Trans. Post. Coll. 59, No. 4 
(May-June 2008).

Rates
Airmail from the U.S. and other nations was to adhere to an accounting system, set up at 

Conferences at the Hague and London, in 1928 and 1929. A ledger from this system 
found by author Murray Abramson reveals “New Findings Regarding United States 
Mail, Dispatched to Europe for Onward Air Transmission.” C. C. Phil. 87, No. 3 (May-
June 2008).

Airmail postcards from the U.S. to Australia, 1974-5, were examined, in a lot of 297 cards. In 
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“Modern U.S. Mail,” author Tony Wawrukiewicz tabulates and comments on the “pattern 
of mispayment” of postage on the cards. Linn’s 81, No. 4159 (July 14, 2008).

“59-Cent Airmail Rate to Netherlands East Indies” is explained in this article by Louis Fiset. 
Prexie Era No. 41 (Spring 2008).

First class mail traveling by air within the U.S., surface to Europe and then air, were charged 
3c + 5c + 3c, for single weight, in the late 1930s. In “Air-Surface-Air Postcards to 
Europe,” author Bob Hohertz investigates the situation for post cards. Prexie Era No. 
41 (Spring 2008).

U.S. postage charges, from the 1760s to the 1880s are discussed with comparisons to today’s 
money. A number of covers are illustrated as examples. Tom Clarke, “When Was a 
Dollar a Dollar?” La Posta 39, No. 1 (February-March 2008).

Routes
Airmail from the U.S. to foreign locations was made possible by combining U.S. operations 

with foreign airlines, as described in “With a Little Help from our Friends, Part 7” by 
Richard W. Helbock. La Posta 39, No. 1 (February-March 2008).

Usages
Airmail cover from Hawaii to Scotland, via the U.S., mailed in December, 1941, raises 

questions about “Resumption of Airmail Service from Hawaii after Pearl Harbor” in 
this article by Robert Schlesinger. Prexie Era No. 41 (Spring 2008).

Blind or handicapped persons could receive certain mail free, by act of 1904. Details of the 
regulations, and corresponding markings, are covered in “Mail Matter for the Blind and 
physically Handicapped” by Tony Wawrukiewicz. Aux. Marks. V, No. 3 (July 2008).

Customs Clearance inspection, delivery and customs fees where charged, amounting to a 
50c fee on an example shown, on mailed packages entering the U.S. in 1971. Tony 
Wawrukiewicz, “Modern U.S. Mail,” Linn’s 81, No. 4146 (April 14, 2008).

Diplomatic mail (personal and official, from U.S. diplomatic personnel) sent through the 
postal systems of host nations, rather than by diplomatic pouch, 1877-1947, is illustrated 
and discussed in “United States Diplomatic Mail, Part One” by Michael Dattolico. La 
Posta 39, No. 1 (February-March 2008).

Free mail for consuls of participating countries of the Americas, as provided by the Pan 
American Postal Union of 1921, is the subject of “United States Diplomatic Mail, part 
Two” by Michael Dattolico. “Free Postage” indicia are illustrated. La Posta 39, No. 2 
(April-May 2008).

Williams Creek, British Columbia, had to have its mail routed through San Francisco. The 
story is told in “Stamp Shortages in the Cariboo Gold Country: Mail from Williams Creek 
via San Francisco, 1864-1868” by Steven Walske. Chronicle 60, No. 2 (May 2008).

Geographical Locations
Arkansas

Hix’s Ferry, Arkansas Confederate cover is illustrated and used to correct the record on a 
patriotic cover previously identified as postmarked Ship’s Ferry, Tennessee. “A Newly 
Discovered Arkansas Patriotic Cover Hiding in Plain Sight,” by Bruce Roberts. Confed. 
Phil. 53, No. 2 (April-June 2008).

Colorado
“Colorado Postal Encyclopedia - Elbert County” by William H. Bauer contains historical 

sketches, postmasters’dates and tracings of markings (1871-present). Similar articles 
concern Kit Carson County (1888-present), Lincoln County (187--present) and 
Washington County (1884-present). Colo. Post. Hist. 23 No. 4 (April 2008).
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Illinois
Chicago drop letters, during 1863, bear a postmark reading “Chicago City.” Eight of the 18 

known examples are addressed to S. Wayne, leading author Leonard Piszkiewicz to ask 
“Who is S. Wayne.” His identity does not solve a mystery of letters with the marking. 
Ill. Post. Hist. 29 No. 2 (May 2008).

Chicago postmark of 1900 resembles a light bulb. Author Leonard Piszkiewicz calls it a 
“Mystery Chicago Machine Cancel,” but can provide no information as to the maker 
of the cancelling device. Ill. Post. Hist. 29 No. 2 (May 2008).

Parnell, Harpster and Birbeck “Station Agent Postmarks of the Springfield Division of the 
Illinois Central Railroad” are shown on cover and a schedule is reproduced in an article 
by Thomas J. Post. Ill. Post. Hist. 29 No. 2 (May 2008).

Seehorn post office was established 1872 in Adams County, transferred to Pike County in 
1884 and discontinued in 1911. “Summary Postal History of Seehorn (Adams County) 
Illinois” by Jack Hilbing gives postmaster information and shows a cover. Ill. Post. 
Hist. 29 No. 2 (May 2008).

Iowa
Clinton, Ida Grove and McCausland “Iowa Postmaster Letters” (1883, 1880 and 1890) are 

illustrated by author Darrel Brandt. The contents refer to commercial transactions and 
are not post office related. Ia. Post. Hist. Soc. Bull. No. 244 (Jan., Feb., Mar., 2008).

“French Creek, Allamakee County” by Leo V. Ryan contains an outline of the town’s history, a 
list of postmasters 1859-1901, with compensations and receipts, and illustrations of three 
Bank Note era covers. Ia. Post. Hist. Soc. Bull. No. 245 (Apr., May, Jun., 2008).

Maud is the subject of “Postal History of Rossville-Maud, Allamakee County (Part 2)” by 
Leo V. Ryan, containing an outline of the town’s history, a list of postmasters 1859-
1901, with compensations, and illustrations of four post cards, 1908-13. Ia. Post. Hist. 
Soc. Bull. No. 245 (Apr., May, Jun., 2008).

Kentucky
Russell County towns, with historical and post office information and illustrations of a 

number of postmarks, are the subject of “The Post Offices of Russell County Kentucky” 
by Robert Rennick. La Posta 39, No. 2 (April-May 2008).

Maryland
Baltimore street car RPO cover of the Arlington & South Baltimore line (1902) represents a 

new die variety. The cover is illustrated and the varieties discussed in “News from the 
Cities” by David A. Gentry. Trans. Post. Coll. 59, No. 3 (March-April 2008).

Massachusetts
Boston elliptical killers on duplex handstamps (1875-8) form the subject of “The Early 

Boston Ellipses” by Roger D. Curran. Previous listings are updated. U.S.C.C. News 
29, No. 2 (May 2008).

Nantucket MISSENT markings are shown (5 styles), 1842-80. “Missent to Nantucket for 
fun and Profit” by Douglas N. Clark. Mass. Spy No. 124 (Spring 2008).

Springfield Dept. Per. 27 (1943-51) and Boston, Mass, Carrier Station (1970) form the text of 
two mystery markings, illustrated and discussed, but not fully explained by author Kelvin 
Kindahl in “Two for the Whatsit Department,” Mass. Spy No. 124 (Spring 2008).

Michigan
Carrier marks of Alpena, Battle Creek, Detroit, Grand Rapids and Hillsdale are illustrated and 

discussed by author Eric A. Glohr in “Michigan carrier Marks: 1873-1897.” Peninsular 
Phil. 50, No. 1 (Summer 2008).

Doane markings, particularly from Michigan, are discussed and a few unlisted items 
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recorded, 1904-11. “Dialing up those Doanes” by Mike Baraonski, Peninsular Phil. 
49, No. 4 (Spring 2008).

East Lansing began as Collegeville, renamed in 1907. Paul Petosky, in his article “A Capsule 
History of the East Lansing, Michigan Post Office,” gives postmaster information, shows 
some post card views and a few covers. La Posta 39, No. 2 (April-May 2008).

“Fenns Mills, Allegan County, Michigan” horse shoe shaped postmark, used in 1868, during 
its short (3 1/2 year) life, is illustrated by authors A. Schefer and C. Wood. Peninsular 
Phil. 50, No. 1 (Summer 2008).

“Salzburg, Frankenlust, and Ferdinand Sievers” by Carl M. Jacobson contains illustrations 
of three Salzburg covers, two of which were sent by Ferdinand Sievers. Postal history 
information about Salzburg and Frankenlust is also given. Peninsular Phil. 50, No. 1 
(Summer 2008).

New Jersey
“New Jersey Perfins” by Paul Jackson includes a list of the author’s holdings and a few 

illustrations, 1908-1959. NJPH 36, No. 2 (May 2008).
“Rural Free Delivery,” with emphasis on New Jersey, is discussed in an article by Len Peck. 

Some illustrations of RFD wagons and of three covers are included. NJPH 36, No. 2 
(May 2008).

“Twelve Cent 1851 Usage in New Jersey,” reportedly the only known, is illustrated in an 
article by Robert G. Rose. The usage is a bisect, used with a three cent adhesive, to 
make up triple the domestic rate per half ounce. NJPH 36, No. 2 (May 2008).

“Gloucester City Immigration Station: NJ WWII Internment Camp” by Jean Walton shows 
two postal cards from the camp for detainees of German and Italian extraction as well 
as some from Mexico and Latin America, 1943-5. NJPH 36, No. 2 (May 2008).

“Hunterdon County Postal History: Part 4: DPOs by Township” by Jim Walker reproduces 
maps, discusses postal operations and includes sample postmark illustrations, 1835-
1961. NJPH 36, No. 2 (May 2008).

Spring Lake, Sea Plain and Villa Park post offices are located geographically and pictures of 
the buildings and covers are illustrated. “Beautiful Spring Lake and its Post Offices:1875-
2008” by Charles D. Wrege, NJPH 36, No. 2 (May 2008).

Trenton letter of 1782, from William Livingston, Governor of New Jersey to William Moore, 
Governor of Pennsylvania was sent free. “Governor’s Free Frank?” Author Ed Siskin 
investigates the matter. NJPH 36, No. 2 (May 2008).

New York
“New York  Foreign Mail (NYFM) Updates” by Dan Richards contains illustrations of two 

1872 killers unlisted in the standard Weiss catalogue. Another article by the same author, 
illustrates “Yet Another Unlisted New York Foreign Mail Cancel” (1870). U.S.C.C. 
News 29, No. 2 (May 2008).

North Carolina
“Benjamin Sherwood Hedrick: The Man behind the Covers” contains a brief biography of 

the addressee on many North Carolina covers. Author Maurice M. Bursey illustrates 
some of the covers, 1852-73. N.C. Post. Hist. 27, No. 3 (Summer 2008).

“Dunnsville, A Confederate Only Post Office” by Tony Crumbley shows a reproduction 
of an illustrated Wake Forest College cover postmarked at the town, during the post 
office’s existence, which was during the War Between the States. N.C. Post. Hist. 27, 
No. 3 (Summer 2008).

“Raleigh’s 68XU1 Provisional, Another Variety” refers to the date stamp, a large, single 
circle CDS, used June 25-29, 1861, with the handstamped Postmaster Provisional in use 
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at the time. Author is Tony Crumbley. N.C. Post. Hist. 27, No. 3 (Summer 2008).
Union troops occupied eastern North Carolina during the War between the States, beginning 

in August 1861. Author Maurice M. Bursey recounts the history and illustrates it with 
“Covers from Union Soldiers in North Carolina During the Civil War.” N.C. Post. Hist. 
27, No. 2 (Spring 2008).

Ohio
Lisbon, Ohio was originally New Lisbon. Its early history (established 1804) and first few 

postmasters are recorded and a 1965 postmark is shown. Paul E. Petosky, “History of 
the Lisbon, Ohio Post office,” La Posta 39, No. 1 (February-March 2008).

Pennsylvania
“Litiz, Pa.: A New Find and a Mystery Half Solved” by Richard Colberg contains illustrations 

of a late date for a circular handstamped marking (1827) and two styles of handwriting 
on manuscript markings. Pa. Post. Hist. 36 No. 2 (May 2008).

New Hope cover with an apparent latest known use of a 31 mm. Philadelphia circular date 
stamp (ca. 1860) is illustrated and discussed in “New Hope, Pa. (Bucks County) to 
Philadelphia, Remailed to Wooster, Ohio Unusual Philadelphia Backstamped postmark” 
by Norman Shachat. Pa. Post. Hist. 36 No. 2 (May 2008).

Pittsburgh received its first shipment of 3c 1851 adhesives on July 8, 1851. In “Current 
Earliest Known Use of the 3-Cent 1851 issue at Pittsburgh,” author Bob McKain 
illustrates a July 9 usage. Receipt dates for other Pennsylvania towns are given. Pa. 
Post. Hist. 36 No. 2 (May 2008).

“Sunbury (Northumberland County) Stampless Markings” is a catalogue of postmarks and 
handstamped auxiliary markings of the town, as seen on stampless covers, 1800-1852. 
References to each postmaster are also given by author Rick Leiby. Pa. Post. Hist. 36 
No. 2 (May 2008).

South Dakota
College covers (with corner cards, most illustrated) are illustrated from seven institutions, 

postmarked during territorial times, 1882-90. Ken Stach, “School Days,” Dak. Coll. 
25 No. 2 (April 2008).

Tennessee
“Chattanooga Electric Car” is explored in an article by L. Steve Edmondson. Newspaper 

accounts and Railway Mail Service schedules imply that letters were mailed in boxes 
external to the car and postmarked at post offices. A new postmark type is reported. 
Tenn. Posts 12 No. 1 (April 2008).

Texas
Adora, Texas is located on a map and an 1870s cover is shown. Rolin Lewis, “An Adorable 

DPO,” Tex. Post. Hist. Soc. J. 33 No. 2 (May 2008).
Virginia

Richmond, in manuscript, tying a pair of Confederate local prints, is the subject of 
“Manuscript Marking: Richmond (?).” According to author Harold Katz, it is one of 
three recorded Richmond, VA manuscript postmarked Confederate covers. Confed. 
Phil. 53, No. 2 (April-June 2008).

Journal Abbreviations
Amer. Phil. = The American Philatelist, Barb Boal, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte PA 16823.
Aux Marks. = Auxiliary Markings, Anthony Wawrukiewicz, 3130 SW Wibard St., Portland OR 97219.
C. C. Phil. = Collectors Club Philatelist, Robert P. Odenweller, RDP, Box 401, Bernardsville NJ 07924.
Chronicle = Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal Issues, Michael Laurence, Box 161, Sydney OH 45365.
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Colo. Post. Hist. = Colorado Postal Historian, William H. Bauer, Box 519, Unadilla NY 13849.
Confed. Phil. = Confederate Philatelist, Richard L. Sine, 100 Poplar Street, Fort Mill SC 29715.
Dak. Coll. = Dakota Collector, Dakota Postal History Society, Box 600039, St. Paul MN 55106.
Fla. Post. Hist. J. = Florida Postal History Journal, Deane R. Briggs, 160 E. Lake Howard Dr., Winter 

Haven FL 33881.
Ia. Post. Hist. Soc. Bull. = Iowa Postal History Society Bulletin, William Dall, Box 1375, Dubuque 

IA 52004.
Ill. Post. Hist. = Illinois Postal Historian, Leonard Piszkiewicz, 951 Rose Court, Santa Clara CA 

95051.
La Posta = La Posta: A Journal of American Postal History, Richard W. Helbock, 33470 Chinook 

Plaza, Suite 216, Scappoose OR 97056.
London Phil. = The London Philatelist, Frank Walton, 8 Grasmere Road, Dronfield Woodhouse, 

Dronfield S18 8PS U.K.
Mass. Spy = The Massachusetts Spy, Douglas N. Clark, Box 427, Marstons Mills MA 02648.
N. C. Post. Hist. = North Carolina Postal Historian, Tony Crumbley, Box 681447, Charlotte NC 28216.
NJPH = NJPH The Journal of New Jersey Postal History Society, Robert G. Rose, Box 1945, 

Morristown NJ 07062.
Oh. Post. Hist. J. = Ohio Postal History Journal, Michael Dattolico, Box 248040, Columbus OH 

43224.
Pa. Post. Hist. = Pennsylvania Postal Historian, Norman Shachat, 382 Tall Meadow Lane, Yardley 

PA 19067. 
Peninsular Phil. = The Peninsular Philatelist, Charles A. Wood, 244 Breckenridge West, Ferndale 

MI 48220.
Penny Post = The Penny Post, Larry Lyons, 7 Brightfield Lane, Westport CT 06880.
Post. Hist. J. = Postal History Journal, Diane DeBlois and Robert Dalton Harris, Box 477, West Sand 

Lake NY 12196.
Prexie Era = The Prexie Era, Louis Fiset, 7554 Brooklyn Avenue NE, Seattle WA 98115.
Show Me = Show Me Gazette, David Straight, Box 32858, St. Louis MO 63132.
Tenn. Posts = Tennessee Posts, L. Steve Edmondson, Box 871, Shelton WA 98594.
Tex. Post. Hist. Soc. J. = Texas Postal History Society Journal, Tom Koch, 1013 Springbrook Dr., 

De Soto TX 75115.
Trans. Post. Coll. = Transit Postmark Collector, Douglas N. Clark, Box 427, Marstons Mills MA 02648.
U.S.C.C. News = U.S. Cancellation Club News 28, No. 8 (November 2007), Roger D. Curran, 20 

University Ave., Lewisburg PA 17837.
Vt. Phil. = Vermont Philatelist, John A. Lutz, 3 Elm Street, Randolph VT 05060.

Announcing “Unchartered Waters” for North Atlantic Packets
James R. Pullin’s book: Unchartered Waters, North Atlantic Packets 1818-1840, Sailing 

Departures and Arrivals, is ready for publication by the Collectors Club of Chicago in early 2009. 
Pre-publication subscribers will be recorded in the volume. 

The work will contain data on sailings of the Black 
Ball, Red Star, Blue and Red Swallowtail, Dramatic and 
Black X packets compiled from newspapers and ship lists 
– with full color illustrations of covers and markings used 
in this period when American sailing packets fought sea 
and weather to carry mail, specie and passengers on the 
New York to Liverpool and New York to London sea lanes. 
Contact James R. Pullin, FRPSL, 2837 Wright Ave., Winter 
Park FL 32789-6161, 407-644-2156, jrpullin77@cfl.
rr.com.
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International Mail & the Italian States
a review by Joseph J. Geraci

Letter Mail from and to the Old Italian States, 1850-1870, by Mario Mentaschi  and Thomas Mathà, 
English text, 305 pages + ads, 12 x 8.5 inches, hardbound, stitched signatures, glued spine, with CD 
attached to inside back cover containing images of covers and several maps in color. Available from 
Vaccari , s.r.l., via M. Buonarroto 46, Vignola (MO), Italy, for Euro 59 + E 21 postage to America or 
from Leonard Hartmann, Box 36006, Louisville KY 40233, for $125 + $3 postage.

The authors have been interested in international postal routes and rates of mail to and 
from the Old Italian States for many years and have written extensively on the subject for 
prominent postal history magazines. This book is the culmination of their studies. It covers 
only mail from the stamp period, 1850-1870, but does include stampless mail sent during 
that period.

The work is divided into continents, then countries within each continent in alphabetical 
order, then, within each country, mail to or from each Old Italian State. Only those countries 
have been included where the authors have been able to locate covers. If no cover has been 
located, there is no analysis of rates or possible routes. Within each country listing, pertinent 
direct postal conventions, their effective dates and postal rates are mentioned. The method 
the authors use, within each country, is to illustrate a cover (over 700 in black & white) and 
then explain the route and rates noted on it. 

Often mail transiting a third party country is identified as through the “mediation” of 
that third party, meaning “in transit through” or “via” a postal convention with that third 
party which permits handling of transit mail for payment of a transit fee. In addition to letter 
mail, some examples of printed matter sent in international mail are included.  

The book is well organized, having references to currency in use, weight limits permitted 
for each rate and applicable postal conventions. At the end of the book, rate tables arranged 
by country within each continent are provided for quick reference. A good Bibliography 
is included but, surprisingly, there are no indications of what reference sources were used 
for the postal conventions mentioned. Completing the volume, there are three detailed 
“Analytical Indexes” for covers illustrated showing country origins/ destinations, city origins/ 
destinations, and postal route and convention markings.

The CD alone is worth the cost of the book for it contains images, most of which are in 
color, for all of the 700 + covers illustrated in the volume. There are some absolutely lovely 
classic stamped covers depicted. The CD helps to make this the best all inclusive volume 
that has appeared so far on the subject of foreign mail to and from the Old Italian States.

15th Anniversary
Joann Lenz’ presentation at Summer Semi-
nar has made the editors much more aware 
of the personalized postage crossing their 
desks. Here is the formal invitation to the 
opening of the 15th Anniversary exhibit at 
the Smithsonian National Postal Museum - 
the evening before the Blount Symposium 
on Postal History, September 25, 2008.
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Foreign Postal History in Other Journals
by Joseph J. Geraci

Frequently, general or specialized philatelic periodicals publish good foreign postal history articles. 
If one is not a member of that society or does not subscribe to that journal for one reason or another, 
that particularly useful article may be missed.  The purpose of this compendium is to list and briefly 
describe as many significant foreign postal history articles as we have seen. No doubt there will be 
other good articles which we have missed that are equally as valuable in postal history content, and we 
would be obliged if our readers would call them to our attention for inclusion in the next compendium. 
Thank you for your assistance!

Albania
“The Transition of Ottoman Posts to Albanian Posts after Independence,” by Otto Graff, 

concerns the first overprinted Turkish issues, what towns they could be used from, and 
illustrates several covers from the transition period, 1912-1914.  (The Levant, Vol. 4, 
No. 2, May 2007. Journal of the Ottoman & Near East Philatelic Society, Editor Richard 
B. Rose, 119 Grandview Place, San Antonio TX 78209.)

Austria, Offices Abroad
“Austrian Post Office in Rishon Le Zion, 1903-1914,” by Ed Kroft, outlines the creation 

and operation of this office with new information concerning the interaction of the 
Austrian, German and Turkish postal agencies. (The Israel Philatelist, Vol. 59, Nos. 
1/2, February-April 2008. Journal of the Society of Israel Philatelists, Secretary Howard 
S. Chapman, 28650 Settlers Lane, Pepper Pike OH 44124.)

Bavaria
“Dalla Baviera alla Carnia: 45 anni di storia postale, (parte secondo) & (parte terza).” (See 

under Lombardy-Venetia.)
Belgium

“I collegamenti postali dello Stato Pontificio con i Paesi Bassi, 1815-1852,” by Thomas 
Mathà, examines routes and postal rates between the Roman States, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. (Bollettino Prefilatelico e Storico Postale, No. 141, December 2006. 
Associazione per lo Studio della Storia Postale, Editor Adriano Cattani, Casella Postale 
325, I-35100 Padova, Italy.)

Brazil
“Brasile,”  by Benito Carobene, reviews the history and postal history of this huge South 

American nation and illustrates some fantastic postal pieces, 1494-1881. (The Postal 
Gazette, Anno 3, No. 1, January 2008. Editor Alessandro Arseni, Via Nassa 38, 6900 
Lugano, Switzerland.)

Burma
“WWI - Burma Handstamps,” by William F. Bennett, illustrates various types of handstamped 

“Passed Censor” markings applied to mail originating from Burmese towns. (Civil 
Censorship Study Group Bulletin, No. 152, October 2006.  Secretary Charles J. 
LaBlonde, 15091 Ridgefield Lane, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-3554.)

“WWI - Burma Labels,” by William F. Bennett, analyses and illustrates censorship labels by 
indicating paper size, color, inscription and date of use, 1914-1918. (Civil Censorship 
Study Group Bulletin, No. 153, January 2007. See address of contact under first entry 
for Burma.)

Canada
“Postal beginnings at Niagara Falls during the pence period, 1800-1859, Part 2,” by Doug 

Irwin, completes the postal history of the Chippawa post office begun in the previous 
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issue of BNA Topics. (BNA Topics, No. 514, First Quarter 2008. Journal of the British 
North American Philatelic Society, Wayne Smith, 20 St. Andrews Road, Scarborough 
ON M1P 4C4, Canada.)

“My favourite stampless covers: 4. A cover delivered by both the Imperial and Province of 
Canada postal systems,” by C.R. McGuire, discusses a cover posted on April 4, 1851 
under the regulations of the Imperial Post Office and delivered on April 7, 1851 by the 
Provincial Post Office. The transfer of postal control passed  from Imperial to Provincial 
on 6 April 1851, while this letter was in transit. Departmental Orders and a Circular are 
transcribed to support the author’s thesis. (BNA Topics, No. 514, First Quarter 2008. 
See address of contact under first entry for Canada.)

“Glacier B.C., its House, its Mail & Other Stuff,” by H.A. Price, reviews the history and 
postal history of a stopping place constructed by the Canadian Pacific Railway a few 
miles past Roger’s Pass in the Selkirk Range, 1886-1929. (PHSC Journal, No. 132, 
December 2007. Postal History Society of Canada, Secretary Stéphane Cloutier, 255 
Shakespeare Street, Ottawa, ON  K1L 5M7, Canada.)

“Getting Tillsonburg right,” by Robert Stock, reviews the history and postal history of this 
Ontario town and illustrates various postmarks employed over the years, with a variety 
of spellings on postal documents and postmarks, 1839-1921. (PHSC Journal, No. 133, 
March 2008. See address of contact under third entry for Canada.)

“The UPU Surtax,” by George B. Arfken, discusses the surtax permitted over regular rates 
under the UPU Conventions of 1874 and 1878 on mail to cover the costs of long overseas 
transits to South America, the West Indies and South Asia.  (PHSC Journal, No. 133, 
March 2008. See address of contact under third entry for Canada.)

“The Calgary Post Office Opens,”excerpted from 1883 issues of the Calgary Herald 
newspaper by Dale Speirs, relates to the impatience of the inhabitants to get the office 
opened now that the Canadian Pacific Railroad had arrived. (Calgary Philatelist, No. 
89,  April 2008. Calgary Philatelic Society, Editor Dale Speirs, Box 6830, Calgary, 
Alberta, T2P 2E7, Canada.)

“Current Postmarks of Calgary, Part 4,” by Dale Speirs, illustrates modern postmarks 
applied to mailings posted at retail postal outlets located in commercial stores, 2000-
2008. (Calgary Philatelist, No. 90, June 2008. See address of contact under sixth 
entry for Canada.)

Cayman Islands
“The rare abbreviated ‘G/ Cayman/ R’ marking,” by Eric M. Bateson, brings to our attention 

some facts regarding this 1919 manuscript registry marking. (British Caribbean 
Philatelic Journal, No. 227, April-June 2008. British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group, 
Secretary Duane Larson, 2 Forest Boulevard,  Park Forest IL 60466.)

Colombia
“Correspondence from Neiva in 1773,” by Manuel Arago, reports the only known cover 

postmarked “Neyva,” noticed on the web site of the Archives of the Colombian 
Republic. (Copacarta, Vol. 24, No. 3, March 2007. Journal of the Colombia/ Panama 
Philatelic Study Group, Secretary Thomas P. Myers, 7411 Old Post Road, #1, Lincoln, 
NE 68506.)

Danish West Indies
“Philatelic Printed Matter from the Danish West Indies,” by Arnold Sorenson, looks at 

postcards exchanged by postcard collectors, to or from the Danish West Indies, in 1911. 
(The Posthorn, No. 250, February 2007. The Scandinavian Collectors Club, Executive 
Secretary Donald B. Brent, Box 13196, El Cajon CA 92020.)
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Denmark
“Early Junk Mail: Price Circulars from Great Britain to Denmark, 1850-UPU,” by Mark M. 

Lorentzen, looks at postal rates for prices current, the many changes in how they were 
treated within the post office and illustrates a number of circulars having mixed British 
and Danish frankings, including some British newspaper tax imprints with partial Danish 
text! (The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 86, No. 3, May-June 2007. The Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York, NY 10016.)

“From Denmark to the Old German States: The Rayon System, 1854-1865,” by Mark 
K. Lorentzen,  analyses the postage rates on several covers addressed to German 
destinations and provides a map outlining the rayons (distances or areas) mentioned in 
the 1854 postal convention between Denmark and the German-Austrian Postal Union. 
(The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 85, No. 6, November-December 2006.  See address 
of contact under first entry for Denmark.)

“Confiscated World War II Mail Addressed to the Faroes,” by Peter Sondhelm, reports upon 
the results of his research concerning an auction lot of 32 wartime covers which led him 
to the files on confiscated mail in British National Archives. (The Posthorn, No. 249, 
November 2006. See address of contact under Danish West Indies.)

“Fifty Years in the Service of Peace.” (See under United Nations.)
Ecuador

“South American Corner, Part 6,” by Helmut Stocker and Charles LaBlonde, review the 
limited information available concerning Ecuadorian censorship during World War II and 
find only one possible example in the covers illustrated, 1942-1945. (Civil Censorship 
Study Group Bulletin, No. 153, January 2007. See address of contact under first entry 
for Burma.)

Falkland Islands
“World War I German Prisoner of War Mail from Japan to the Falkland Islands.” (See under 

Japan.)
France

“Letters from a Huguenot Galley Slave, 1692-1705,” by Kees Adema, contributes to our 
knowledge of this despicable practice of punishment through background history and 
translations from a small archive of letters, written by a French-born slave. Applicable 
postal tariffs are identified. (The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 85, No. 5, September-
October 2006.  See address of contact under first entry for Denmark.)

“French Fieldpost from Invaded Holland: 1747-1748,” by Kees Adema, takes us through the 
beginnings of the War of Austrian Succession and analyzes letters and their marking sent 
from French army camps during this period. (The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 86, 
No. 1, January-February 2007. See address of contact under first entry for Denmark.)

“Mail between Britain and France, 1793-1815, Part 1” & “Part 2 - Napoleonic Wars”.” (See 
under Great Britain.)

“Messageries Imperiales and Malta, Levant Line.” (See under Malta.) 
“Aspects philateliques et postaux de l’occupation allemande in France,” by Ivan Cacitti, 

describes the German occupation of France and illustrates stamps and covers 
documenting the occupation, 1940-1945. (Posta Militare, No. 103, May 2007. La 
Rivista dell’Associazione Italiana Collezionisti Posta Militare, Piero Macrelli, Casella 
Postale 180, 47900, Rimini, Italy.)

French India
“The French in India, 1693-1842,” by John Yeomans, relates the history and early postal 

history of the French possessions, and illustrates a number of covers along with an 
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explanation of the charges indicated on them. (Postal History, No. 320, December 
2006.  Journal of The Postal History Society, Secretary Hans Smith, 99 North End 
Road, London, NW11 7TA, England, United Kingdom.)

Germany
“World War I German Prisoner of War Mail from Japan to the Falkland Islands.” (See under 

Japan.)
“Aspects philateliques et postaux de l’occupation allemande en France.” (See under 

France.)
“German Submariner POW Interned in Canada,” by Marc Parren, looks at two postal items 

mailed by an interned submariner from the ill-fated U-131 sunk northeast of Madeira, 
Portugal, in 1941. (Military Postal History Society Bulletin, Vol. 46, No. 2, Spring 2007. 
Secretary Ed Dublin, Box 586, Belleville, MI 48112-0586.)

Great Britain
“Mail between Britain and Spain, 1793-1815 (Parts 1 & 2),” by Carlos Celles and Barrie 

Jay, review routes and postal charges on mail exchanged between the two countries. 
(Postal History, Nos. 320 and 321, December 2006 and March 2007. See address of 
contact under French India.)

“Mail between Britain and France, 1793-1815, Part 1” & “Part 2 - Napoleonic Wars,” by 
Barrie Jay, illustrates some of the means for moving mail between the two countries, 
and beyond France, despite disruptions caused by war. (Postal History, Nos. 321 and 
322, March and June 2007. See address of contact under  French India.)

“The Failure of Rowland Hill,” by Alan Holyoake, comments upon the successful launch of 
the new penny postage system, the lack of a system for letter registration, Hill’s strife 
with the Post Office Secretary, Col. Maberly, Hill’s dismissal, the introduction of a 
system for letter registration, and the subsequent reinstatement of Hill as Secretary to 
the Postmaster General.  Several rare early registered letters are illustrated, 1841-1842. 
(The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 86, No. 1, January-February 2007. See address 
of contact under first entry for Denmark.)

“Early Junk Mail: Price Circulars from Great Britain to Denmark, 1850-UPU.” (See under 
Denmark.)

“The Sandbach Correspondence (Part 3),” by Richard Stock, continues his study of this 
late nineteenth century correspondence from a member of the British military serving 
in India, South Africa, England and France, 1898-1928. (Postal History, No. 322, June 
2007. See address of contact under French India.)

“WW. I - Mail from Russia seized by the Germans in 1915,” by John Lee and Edward 
Klempka, write about the method used to print the cachet applied to mail, “Part of a 
mail captured by Germans and delayed,” which apparently was done on an early spirit 
duplicating machine. The procedure is described in detail. (Civil Censorship Study Group 
Bulletin, No. 154, April 2007. See address of contact under first entry for Burma.)

“Confiscated World War II Mail Addressed to the Faroes.” (See under Denmark.)
Guadeloupe

“Gleanings from the French Colonies: Guadeloupe - Printed Matter via the British Agency 
(Possible Resolution of a Standing Question),”by Edward J.J. Grabowski, illustrates a 
printed matter cover, properly paid by four- one centime stamps addressed to Demerara, 
British Guiana, in 1871, in contrast to two other covers overpaid by one centime, perhaps 
due to a shortage of low value stamps. (The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 85 No. 5, 
September-October 2006.  See address of contact under first entry for Denmark.)
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Hawaii
“Hawaiian Mail to Nova Scotia in 1849,” by Randall E. Burt, discusses several letters 

forwarded to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia by J.C. Spalding, who kept a letter 
bag in his retail establishment, together with general background of the workings of 
the Honolulu post office, 1849-1863. (PHSC Journal, No. 132, December 2007. See 
address of contact under third entry for Canada.)

“Postal Money Orders in Hawaii, 1883-1900 (Parts 1 & 2),” by Randall E. Burt, provides 
background and documentation of the origin and workings of the system. (Postal 
History, Nos. 320 and 321, December 2006 and March 2007. See address of contact 
under French India.)

Iraq
“The Nairn Brothers and Overland Mail,” submitted by Norman Collins, presents a series of 

U.P.U. notices from the Danish Archives concerning this service from Palestine, 1940-
1944. (OPAL, No. 215, September 2006. Journal of the Oriental Philatelic Association 
of London, Secretary Philip Longbottom, 5 Ringway Close, Tythrington, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire SK10 2SU, England, United Kingdom.)

Italian East Africa
“A.O.L. Internal Postal Services,” by Emanuel M. Gabbini, (translated by L. Richard 

Harlow), develops what the internal postal tariffs for the colony may have been, in the 
absence of official tariff schedules, based upon a census of covers from cooperating 
collectors, 1936-1941. (Fil-Italia, No. 131, Winter 2006/2007. The Journal of the Italy 
& Colonies Study Circle, Secretary Richard Harlow, 7 Duncombe House, Manor Road, 
Teddington, Middx. TW11 8BG, England, United Kingdom.)

Italy
“Gli annulli sperimentali di Torino e Firenze,” by Carlo Vicario, looks at the experimental 

postmarks used at Torino during March through May 1868, and those used at Florence 
beginning in 1863 to April 1869. (Bollettino Prefilatelico e Storico Postale, No. 140, 
September 2006. See address of contact under Belgium.)

“Il ‘centesimo’ dei Sindaci (marzo 1877- 28.02.1919),” by Adalberto Peroni and Gabriele 
Peroni, delves deeply into the 1 cent. rate applicable to printed matter and the mail 
posted by communes. (Bollettino Prefilatelico e Storico Postale, No. 142, February 
2007. See address of contact under Belgium.)

“Extracts from a General Review of Allied Censorships, published by the British 
Government,” submitted by Robert I. Johnson, provides an overview and critique of the 
Italian censorship process, 1915-1917. (Fil-Italia, No. 130, Autumn 2006.  See address 
of contact under Italian East Africa.)

“La Spedizione Polare del dirigibile ‘Italia’,” by Alessandro Arseni, tells the story of Umberto 
Nobile’s 1926 flight of the airship Norge, the tragic crash of the 1928 flight of the airship 
Italia, and subsequent rescue operations. (The Postal Gazette, Anno 3, No. 1, January 
2008. See address of contact under Brazil.)

“The IV ‘M.A.S.’ Flotilla in the Black Sea during the Second World War,” by Valter Astolfi, 
(translated by L. Richard Harlow), develops the history and postal history of the Italian 
naval units stationed in the Black Sea, 1942-1943. (Fil-Italia, No. 132, Spring 2007. 
See address of contact under Italian East Africa.)

“La posta civile a Napoli e a Roma (ottobre 1943 - agosto 1944) (terza parte),” by Luigi Sirotti, 
continues his series of articles concerning the re-establishment of postal communications 
with Naples and Rome, citing censorship and postal rates involved. (Vaccari Magazine, 
No. 37, May 2007. Vaccari s.r.l., via M. Buonarroti 46, 41058 Vignola (MO), Italy.)
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“La censura della corrispondenze civile per l’interno nelle province collegate dal 1o settembre 
al 31 dicembre 1944 dell’Italia del Sud, Terza parte,” by Luigi Sirotti, continues his 
study of Italian censor markings applied to civilian mail emanating from southern Italian 
towns under Allied military control. (Posta Militare, No. 102, March 2007. See address 
of contact under fifth entry for France.)

“La censura della corrispondenze civile per l’interno nelle province collegate nel 1945 
dell’Italia del Nord, Parte Quarta,” by Luigi Sirotti, continues his record of postal censor 
markings used in central and northern Italy during 1944-1945, and ties many markings 
into the locations where they were applied. (Posta Militare, No. 103, May 2007. See 
address of contact under fifth entry for France.)

Japan
“Mysterious Words,” by Michel E. Ruggiero, explores an intriguing registered cover, 

posted from Kobe in 1884, bearing a faint phrase superimposed over the boxed “R” for 
“Registered,” which cannot be deciphered, but which might solve the puzzle. (Japanese 
Philately, No. 366, April 2007. The International Society of Japanese Philately, Assistant 
Publisher Lee R. Wilson, 4216 Jenifer Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.)

“The Roman-letter Cancellations of Japan: A New Methodology,” by Charles A.L. 
Swenson, presents a new way of identifying the many deviations found in the Roman 
letter postmarks of Dairen and Mukden.  All are illustrated and described, 1907-1939.  
(Japanese Philately, No. 364, October 2006. See address of contact under first entry 
for Japan.)

“World War I German Prisoner of War Mail from Japan to the Falkland Islands,” by Michael 
Kerschbaum, discusses three postcards sent from Kurume Barracks Camp to a friend 
working on a farm in the Falkland Islands, the route the cards took and provides some 
background about the sender and the recipient, 1917-1918. (Japanese Philately, No. 
365, December 2006. See address of contact under first entry for Japan.)

“Two New Postmarks Reported for the Sanno Hotel Post Office,” by Charles A.L. Swenson, 
replies to the question of whether this hotel post office ever actually processed outgoing 
foreign mails, 1936-1938. (Japanese Philately, No. 366, April 2007. See address of 
contact under first entry for Japan.)

Lebanon
“Beyrouth Place des Canons,” by Jean-Bernard Parenti, recounts the many name changes for 

this square and public garden in Beyrouth, and illustrates several datestamps showing 
the changes, as well as postcards with views of the area, 1911-1925. (OPAL, No. 216, 
February 2007. See address of contact under Iraq.)

Lombardy-Venetia
“Dalla Baviera alla Carnia: 45 anni di storia postale, (parti secondo & parte terza),” by 

Franco Obizzi, continues his analysis of a correspondence covering a 45 year period, by 
carefully examining routes and rates shown on the covers, ending in 1849. (Bollettino 
Prefilatelico e Storico Postale, Nos 139 and 140, July and September 2006. See address 
of contact under Belgium.)

“I rapporti postali del Regno Lombardi Veneto con il Ducato di Parma, 1815-1859 (terza 
parte).” (See under  Parma.)

Malta
“Messageries Imperiales and Malta, Levant Line,” by Dr. A. Bonnici, illustrates a number 

of interesting covers carried by vessels of this line to or via Malta, 1853-1863. (The MPS 
Journal, Vol. 37, No. 1, April 2008. Journal of the Malta Philatelic Society, Editor Dr. A. 
Bonnici, 34 Casa Bonnici, Sir Augustus Bartolo Street, Ta’ Xbiex MSD 11, Malta G.C.)
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Manchoukuo
“The Changchun Variations,” by Charles A.L. Swenson, studies the variations found in the 

various datestamps applied at Changchun, and lays out their differences in table form, 
1907-1932. (Japanese Philately, No. 365, December 2006. See address of contact under 
first entry for Japan.)

Mexico
“La Primera Marca Postal de las Islas Filipinas.” (See under Philippines.)

Netherlands
“French Fieldpost from Invaded Holland: 1747-1748.” (See under France.)
“PTT Date Cancels, 1829-1930,” by J. den Hartogh, Jr., (translated by Hans Kremer), 

introduces the reader to the various types of datestamps employed on mail by Dutch 
postal authorities, and illustrates several of the actual handstamps. (Netherlands 
Philately, Vol. 31, No. 2, November 2006. American Society for Netherlands Philately, 
Publisher Jan Enthoven, 221 Coachlite Ct. S, Onalaska, WI 54650.)

“I collegamenti postali dello Stato Pontificio con i Paesi Bassi, 1815-1852.” (See under 
Belgium.)

Netherlands East Indies
“The Field Post Offices of Atjeh, Numbers 1, 2 and 3,” by Hans Kruse, (translated by Ben 

Jansen), provides some facts concerning the establishment of three bases to suppress a 
native rebellion on the western tip of Sumatra, 1873-1874.  (Netherlands Philately, Vol. 
31, No. 5, May 2007. See address of contact under second entry for Netherlands.)

Netherlands New Guinea
“Western New Guinea, A Postal History (Parts Five & Six),” by Han Dijkstra, (translated 

by Ben Jansen) continues his study of modern postal history based upon the author’s 
exhibit of this last Dutch possession in the former Netherlands East Indies, including 
an examination of International Reply Coupons and postal stationery, 1949-1952. 
(Netherlands Philately, Vol. 31, Nos. 3 and 4, January and March 2007. See address of 
contact under second entry for Netherlands.)

Newfoundland
“Mailed from the Rock, Bay of Islands,” by Carl Munden, explores post office locations 

around the bay and on its islands, 1872-2005. (PHSC Journal, No. 133, March 2008. 
See address of contact under third entry for Canada.)

Palestine
“The Nairn Brothers and Overland Mail.” (See under Iraq.)

Paraguay
“South American Corner, Part 7, Paraguay,” by Helmut Stocker and Charles LaBlonde, 

share their limited knowledge of postal rates on mail, 1941-1945. Paraguay apparently 
did not censor mail during World War  II. (Civil Censorship Study Group Bulletin, No. 
154, April 2007.  See address of contact under first entry for Burma.)

Parma
“I rapporti postali del Regno Lombardi Veneto con il Ducato di Parma, 1815-1859 (terza 

parte),” by Lorenzo Carra, continues his study of postal relations beginning with the 
temporary introduction of Sardinian issues in 1859 in the Parmensi Provinces, the 
issuance of Provisional Government stamps for the territories of Parma and the later re-
introduction of Sardinian issues. Postal rates and routes between Parma and Lombardy 
Venetia are explored as well, 1859-1866. (Vaccari Magazine, No. 37, May 2007. See 
address of contact under  sixth entry for Italy.)
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Philippines
“La Primera Marca Postal de las Islas Filipinas,” by José Manuel Lòpez Bernal, introduces 

several newly recognized postal markings, ties them to manufacturing documentation 
from the Spanish archives of the Indies, and identifies vessels arriving at Manila, and 
tries to sort out which markings were applied in Mexico and which at Manila, 1767-
1795. (Atalaya Filatélica, No. 120, April 2008.  Sociedad Filatélica Sevillana, Arfe, 15 
- 1o D, Apartado 44, 41080 Sevilla, Spain.)

Poland
“Polish Troops in France During World War II,” by Roger Callens, tells the story of Poles 

who, after the defeat of Poland in September 1939, made their way to France and joined 
units of the Polish armed forces forming there. (Military Postal History Society Bulletin, 
Vol. 45, No. 4, Fall 2006. See address of contact under  third entry for Germany.)

Romania
“The Early Railway Station Postmarks of Romania,” by Paul Hirsch, turns to the first 

postmarks issued to stations along the rail lines Bucharest to Giurgiu and Itzkani to 
Bacau, 1869-1874. (Postal History, No. 322, June 2007. See address of contact under 
French India.)

Roman States
“I collegamenti postali dello Stato Pontificio con i Paesi Bassi, 1815-1852.” (See under 

Belgium.)
“Il colera nelle Legazione Pontificie delle Romagne nel periodo 1831-1855 (Terza parte),” 

by Nello Bagni, completes his review of some aspects of plague prevention and postal 
disinfection practices in the Romagna region. (Posta Militare, No. 102, March 2007. 
See address of contact under fifth entry for France.)

Russia
“The Postal & Telegraphic Sendings of the Trans-Caspian Military Railway and the Story 

of its Construction,” by V.G. Levandovskiy, tells the story of the difficult construction 
of this railway, primarily constructed for the purpose of subduing the fierce Turkmenian 
tribes, and identifies mail sent from localities along this line, 1870’s-1895. (The Post 
Rider, No. 59, December 2006. Canadian Society of Russian Philately, Box 5722, Station 
“A”, Toronto, Ontario M5W 1P2, Canada.)

“The Red Army Field Post During the Soviet-Finnish War of 1939-1940,” by Abnatoly 
Osatinski (translated by David M. Skipton), describes the operations of the Red Army, 
its field post structure, the units involved and illustrates a few rare covers. (Rossica, 
No. 147, Fall 2006. Journal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately, President Gary 
A. Combs, 8241 Chalet Court, Millersville, MD 21108.)

“The Mail of the Personnel of the Soviet Navy (1941-1945),” by Meer Kossoy and Vladimir 
Berdichevskiy,  completes their study analyzing cachets applied to naval mail by showing 
examples of postal forms and also forms devoted to the Soviet Navy. (The Post Rider, 
No. 59, December 2006. See address of contact under first entry for Russia.)

Sardinia
“Strada P. del Sempione,” by Riccardo Ajolfi, reviews the background and history of the 

Strada Postale (Postal Road) from Milano through the Sempione Pass to Lucerne 
and Geneva, Switzerland, and beyond, 1639-1953. (Storie di Posta, Special No. 
25, November-December 2006. Rivista dell’Accademia Italiana di Filatelia e Storia 
Postale, Editoriale Olimpia, via E. Fermi 24, Osmannoro, I-50019 Sesto Fiorentino 
(FI), Italy.)
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Spain
“Mail between Britain and Spain, 1793-1815 (Parts 1 & 2),” (See under Great Britain.)
“La tarifa especial de las corporaciones provinciales y municipales (1854-1863) [III],” 

by Julio Peñas Artero, concludes his study of special postal rates applicable to the 
correspondence of municipal and provincial governments. (Atalaya Filatélica, No. 119, 
January 2008. See address of contact under Philippines.)

Switzerland
“Strada P. del Sempione.” (See under Sardinia.)
“I campi di accoglienza dei rifugiati politici in Svizzera,” by Antonio A. Piga, tells the story of 

the establishment of refugee camps in Switzerland and identifies their locations, 1933-1945. 
(Posta Militare, No. 103, May 2007. See address of contact under fifth entry for France.)

Tahiti
“An Unknown Tariff - Correspondence between Tahiti and France from October 1867 to April 

1875,” by Michèle Chauvet, (translated by Maurice Tyler), provides background for a 
local increase in postal rates to France, which was not promulgated by the French Postal 
Administration. (Journal of the France & Colonies Philatelic Society, No. 247, March 2008. 
(The Journal of the France & Colonies Philatelic Society, No. 243, March 2007. Secretary 
R.G. Gethin, 5 Meriden Close, Bromley, Kent BR1 2UF, England, United Kingdom.)

Thurn and Taxis
“Thurn und Taxis: The Origins of Modern Postal Services, the Netherlands - Italy Route 

c.1500-1700,” by Kees Adema, recounts the history of this illustrious family from its 
beginnings, its relationship to the Holy Roman Empire, and post rates charged to carry 
mail. Maps of routes are shown.  (The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 86, No. 3, May-
June 2007. See address of contact under first entry for Denmark.)

Trinidad and Tobago
“The Postmarks of the West Indies, 1937-1953,” by David Horry, illustrates many village 

postmarks, mostly applied to large-size definitive stamps. (British Caribbean Philatelic 
Journal, No. 228, July-September 2008. See address of contact under Cayman Islands.)

Turkey
“A Letter to the Residents of Jerusalem,” by Zvi Shimony, records the story of the only 

Hebrew postmarks permitted in the Ottoman Empire, 1895-1917. (The Israel Philatelist, 
Vol. 59, Nos. 1/2, February-April 2008. See address of contact under Austria, Offices 
Abroad.)

“‘The Valley Train,’ Part of the Hejaz Railway, Blessing for the 100 Years Birthday,” by Yehuda 
Levanony, tells the story of this railway constructed to transport pilgrims to and from 
Mecca and Medina. The author, however, deals mostly with stations within Palestine and 
illustrates many interesting scenes, 1900-1908. (The Israel Philatelist, Vol. 59, Nos. 1/2, 
February-April 2008. See address of contact under Austria, Offices Abroad.)

“Smyrna: Its Destruction in September 1922 and Effect on Postal Services,” by Robert I. 
Johnson, shows four historic covers sent to Smyrna during August-October 1922, which 
were undeliverable due to confusion and the massive fire that engulfed and destroyed 
that city. (The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 85 No. 6, November-December 2006.  
See address of contact under first entry for Denmark.)

Tuscany
“Servizi postali ferroviari in Toscana: 1861-1905, Parte prima,” by Alessandro Papanti, begins 

his series of articles in the period after March 1861 (proclamation of the Kingdom of 
Italy), examining several rail lines emanating from Florence, their routes and the postal 
changes made.  (Il Monitore della Toscana, Anno 2, No. 4, November 2006.  Notiziario 
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della Associazione per lo Studio della Storia Postale Toscana, Secretary Leonardo 
Amorini, Via A. Vespucci, 6, 56020 La Serra (PI), Italy.)

Two Sicilies, Naples
“La tariffa napoletana che no c’é,” by Vito Mancini, explores a published registry rate of 16 grana, 

but only finds covers bearing 10 grana for the registration fee, 1861-1862. (Storie di Posta, 
Special No. 25, November-December 2006. See address of contact under Sardinia.)

United Nations
“Fifty Years in the Service of Peace,” by Arne Rasmussen, reviews the postmarks applied 

to mail from Danish and Norwegian peacekeepers sent to the Middle East after the 
Arab-Israeli War had stopped, 1956-1957. (The Posthorn, No. 250, February 2007. See 
address of contact under Danish West Indies.)

Vatican City
“Uno per uno i francobolli dello Stato della Città del Vaticano (tredecima parte),” by Giovanni 

Fulcheris, continues his study of the postal use of Vatican issues, this time covering 
those appearing between 1949 and 1952, and the postal tariffs they represented. (Vaccari 
Magazine, No. 37, May 2007. See address of contact under  sixth entry for Italy.)

“Vatican Postal Rate for Samples,” by Greg Pirozzi, shows two examples of the special rate 
applicable for commercial product samples sent through the mails to prospective buyers, 
1953-1955. (Vatican Notes, Vol. 54, No. 3, November 2006. Journal of the Vatican Philatelic 
Society, Secretary Joseph Scholten, 1436 Johnson St. SE, Grand Rapids MI 49507-2829.)

Venetian Republic
“Continued Use of Venetian Handstamps after the Fall of the Republic in 1797,” by Federico 

Borromeo, (translated by L. Richard Harlow) reviews the old republic town markings 
which had the Venetian Lion excised from them and which were returned for further 
use. The Author documents the localities from which they may be found, 1797-1823. 
(Fil-Italia, No. 130, Autumn 2006. See address of contact under Italian East Africa.)

Eyota, Minnesota, 4th Class Office
Our 1910 cover photograph is of the post office in Eyota, with rural letter carrier James 

Watts standing second from left. Behind the counter is postmaster Rollo C. Dugan who earned 
$1100 a year, and Miss Lucy B. Styles, assistant postmaster, who earned $720. The four 
rural carriers each earned $1,000 –  Wm. W. Lovelace, Willie W. Thompson and Theo. W. 
Walter. Watts, who was born in Ireland, was the only employee not native to Minnesota.

In January 1932, Watts wrote his grandson (Earl Emelson of San Francisco):
 

“Am really disappointed because I could not run up and see you today: it has been so cold and 
stormy the last few days. Yesterday was just awful on the mail route. My feet heater went out and my 
feet were nearly froze. Drifted so bad it was awful hard to get through. One place for about ten rods 
the snow was banked up so high I could not turn around and go back and could not get through the 
fence on either side, so I had to go through with those two sorrel horses. Oh boy! You ought to see the 
poor fellows lunge through. They would lay down and rest, then I’d call on them and they would rear 
up on their hind legs and pound the snow down with their front feet, jump on top and go down again 
to the bottom and lay there and rest to get heir wind, then try again. They were game, never gave up, 
only when I told them lay quiet. Gee, they were game; they got me through. We were all covered with 
snow when we got out and did not break a thing. We cleaned and fed those two horses good today and 
did not ask them to do a thing but rest.”

In 1932, Watts was Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Minnesota Rural Letter 
Carriers’ Association, and he would become its President.
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Postal History Journal Award
The editors were awarded a gold medal for the Postal History Journal, 2007, at the American 
Philatelic StampShow in Hartford in August. 

Society Forum
This space is set aside for commentary, announcements, questions and other information 
by, for and about members of the Postal History Society. The editors welcome correspon-
dence: Box 477, West Sand Lake NY 12196 <agatherin@yahoo.com>

Membership Changes by Kalman V. Illyefalvi
New Members

PHS 2266 George McGowan, Box 482, East Schodack, NY 12063-0482. NY   
  State Postal History,  Newfoundland Postal  History.
PHS 2267 Gordon E. Eubanks, Jr., Box 278, Pebble Beach, CA 93953-0278.
PHS 2268 Byron Mitchell, Box 1715, Arecibo, PR 00613-1715. Puerto Rico   
  Postal History.
PHS 2269 Mark S. Schwartz, 2020 Walnut St.  #32C, Philadelphia, PA 19103-  
  5645. Postal History of Boston,  Essex City, MA.  First Federal Hand   
  Stamps, NY Postmaster Provisionals.
PHS 2270 Norman E. Cohen, 12400 Greenspring Ave., Owings Mills, MD 21117-  
  1022. US Postage Due on cover.
PHS 2271 David M. Frye, 5600 SW 80th Ct., Denton, NE 68339-3332. US 1938   
  – 1988, Postal History of US 1961 issues.
PHS 2272 George B. Crawford, 149 Midwood Rd., Glen Rock, NJ 07452-1925.
  US Postal History to 1940 (Especially early Advertising covers)
PHS2273 Ken Grant, E11960 Kessler Rd., Baraboo, WI 53913-9669.
PHS 2274 Alan Parsons, 809 Holley Rd., Elmira, NY 14905-1212. Postal History   
  of 3 upstate NY counties,  Harding memorial issue.
PHS2275 Michael Platt, 2855 Willowmere Woods, Rd.,Vienna, VA 22180-7080.   
  US Officials.

Address Corrections
PHS 2180 Luca Lavagnino. Casella Postale 67, 12016 Peveragno (CA), Italy.
PHS 2210 Vincent T. Polizatto, Flat A, 13/F, The Summit, 41C Stubbs Road,   
  Happy Valley, Hong Kong SAR, China.

Postal History Society Offcers & Board of Directors

President: Douglas N. Clark, Box 427, Marstons Mills MA 02648-0427, U.S.A.
Vice President: Stephen S. Washburne, Box 43146, Philadelphia PA 19129-3146, U.S.A.
Sec./Treasurer: Kalman V. Illyefalvi, 869 Bridgewater Dr., New Oxford PA 17350-8206, U.S.A.

 Class of 2006  Class of 2007  Class of 2008
 John J. Nunes  Harvey Tilles  Douglas N. Clark
 Joseph J. Geraci  Yamil Kouri  Kalman V. Illyefalvi
    Stephen S. Washburne Mark Banchik
    Harvey Mirsky 
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President’s Message, Douglas N. Clark
At the annual American Philatelic Society “StampShow,” held in Hartford, CT, August 

14-17, the three prestigious Luff Awards were presented, and all three went to Postal History 
Society members and we congratulate recipients Nancy B. Clark, Stanley J. Luft and Peter 
P. McCann. Of particular note to members is Luft’s award for philatelic research, as the 
citation referred, among others, to articles he published in the Postal History Journal.

Of great importance to collectors of regional postal history are post office lists, usually 
taken from government records. Among the important facts that go with these lists are dates 
of establishment and discontinuance, postmaster names and salaries, etc. At least these things 
are important to U.S. collectors, and I assume the same is true the world over.

Another piece of information of interest is some indication of rarity of material 
postmarked at the various post offices. Buyers would like to know how hard it will be to 
acquire a cover from a given post office, dealers would like to know how to price material 
and exhibitors would like to be able to say “only one known,” “one of six known,” etc. 
But placing a number on rarity or number known is not as easy as the other information 
mentioned here.

The Massachusetts Postal Research Society, of which I am a member, has been using a 
book The Post Offices of Massachusetts by Crowther and Merola, that consists of a complete 
list of those offices. It does contain rarity ratings, varying from 1 (no covers known) to 10 
(office still operating), but the numbers have been arrived at largely by guessing (except for 
the 10s). At this time, the society has started a survey of number of covers known, at least 
for those post offices carrying a rating of 5 or less, in Crowther and Merola. In this age of 
the internet, we are hoping that a good response will be had by posting the survey on line.

I mention all this, not only to encourage Postal History Society members to go to the 
site and fill out the Massachusetts survey, but to suggest that this might be a worthy project 
for other postal history groups: U.S. state societies or foreign groups.

The Massachusetts survey is on the state web site generously provided by the Smithsonian 
Institution at: www.postalmuseum.si.edu/statepostalhistory/massachusetts.html.

It will be interesting to see the results of the survey.

Early Cross-Border Connection with Canada, by George McGowan
The northern end of the navigable Hudson River, the eastern end of the Mohawk 

Valley, the southern end of the Champlain Valley; location, location, location, made Albany 
important to the Indians, the Dutch, and the English before the American Revolution.

A  publication issued by Canada Post called The Story of the Canada Post describes:
“During the British military occupation from Sept. 1759 until Aug. 1763, a rudimentary 

postal system connected Quebec, Montreal and Albany N Y.  A Canadian courier and a 
soldier from the Montreal militia collected mail from New York at Albany and transported 
it to Montreal. In winter these courier teams left Montreal or Albany every two weeks: the 
trip either way took eight or nine days. Benjamin Franklin, Deputy Postmaster General for 
the British Colonies in North America, on hearing that Canada was a British possession by 
the Treaty of Paris 1763, left Philadelphia for Canada. He went to Quebec to arrange for 
opening post offices in Quebec, Trois-Rivieres, and Montreal, and for regular exchange 
of mail between those places and New York. By this act the versatile Franklin became the 
“Father” of the Canada Post Office. Franklin believed in the postal service as an integrator: 
“...efficient postal service probably does more than anything else to mould the people of a 
country together and to make each section feel that it is part of an original whole.”



POSTAL HISTORY JOURNAL, NO. 141:  OCTOBER   200860

This mail service was regular until  interruption by the American Revolution.
Benjamin Franklin’s role in arranging for mail between Quebec and New York has 

been muddied by its having been, at first, a wartime measure  – and by the published history 
of the narrative. William Smith, The History of the Post Office in British North America 
1639-1870 (New York 1973) repeats the tale of Franklin’s traveling to Quebec in 1763 to 
make the case in person for a regular exchange of mails between Quebec, Three Rivers, 
Montreal and New York. Smith describes Franklin installing Hugh Finlay as postmaster 
in a new post office in Quebec with jurisdiction over subordinate offices in the other two 
Canadian cities. 

Ruth Lapham Butler, Doctor Franklin Postmaster General (Garden City NY 1928) 
places Franklin firmly at the head of the idea of the Quebec office, but not necessarily in a 
‘hands on’ capacity. Before the conclusion of the Treaty that ended the Seven Years’ War 
in 1862, the British merchants in Quebec had petitioned the British Post Office for safe 
and regular communication with the other British colonies. The GPO turned the problem 
over to the Americans to solve. Franklin, from his post in Britain, had arranged in 1760 
for wartime expresses to carry officers’ dispatches and merchants’ mail between New York 
and Quebec, but advised that a regular mail system should succeed it – during at least the 8 
months of the year that the roads would be passable. Hugh Finlay, a Scot, was sent out from 
England as the officer in charge of the Canadian post – but with his commission issued by 
Franklin and John Foxcroft “under whose direct jurisdiction the Canadian office fell.” 

Susan McDonald, in Alex L. ter Braake’s The Posted Letter in Colonial and 
Revolutionary America 1628-1790 (State College PA 1975) outlines the military postal 
arrangements during the war, and Franklin’s role in carrying out the British post office’s 
response to the Quebec merchants for a regular post. She clarifies that Finlay was already 
a Quebec merchant, who was temporarily in England when the need for a postmaster 
arose. “Finlay’s commission as postmaster was evidently issued on June 10, 1763. The 
commission itself has not been found but a certificate of this same date attesting to Finlay’s 
appointment as Postmaster of Quebec and signed by Franklin and Foxcroft survives in the 
possession of the Maine Historical Society.” 

McDonald firmly refutes the claim that Franklin traveled to Quebec to make 
arrangements. She quotes an editorial note from Yale University Press’s Franklin Papers: 
“Benjamin Franklin took no such trip in 1763 or 1764, and the only time he was ever in 
Canada was in 1776 when he was one of the commissioners sent by Congress to try to 
persuade the French inhabitants to support the Revolutionary cause. So far as is known, he 
and Finlay never met personally.”

The earliest recorded letter from Quebec after the post office was established is dated 
September 16, 1763, addressed to Philadelphia, with the notation “pd to Mont 1/.” William 
Smith also misinterpreted the postage rates that would have applied - extending the 6d per 
100 miles rate under the 1710 Act of Queen Anne. His calculations would have doubled the 
1 shilling postage. Yet another case where evidence of use trumps printed instruction.

Post Mark Museum and Research Library
Sergio Lugo announces that an important collection of 1,400 postcards has been donated to 
the Post Mark Museum near Bellevue, Ohio. The cards were collected by Max Hickox, a 
postal employee, who sold them to the donor, Norm Ritchie. The Margie Pfund Memorial 
Post Mark Museum and Research Library is in Historic Lyme Village, and is supported by 
a club devoted to encouraging the study of postal history. www.postmarks.org.
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Connecticut Postal History Research Compilations
The Connecticut Postal History Society is extraordinarily fortunate to have William 

J. Duffney (184-1 National Ave., Waterbury CT 06705. wduffney@snet.net) energetically 
transferring all the accumulated data of society members and his own considerable research 
onto disk. A model for other state groups is: Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Connecticut 
Postmasters & Their Post Offices that contains, in easily accessed format, a chronological 
listing of all postmaster tenures by county and post office; a postmaster free frank census 
with a slide show of examples; a detailed index of the periods of operation for all 785 post 
offices in this time frame, along with flow charts of office continuity. A map of colonial 
period post roads to 1760 and one of post office locations in 1893 are included. And the star 
attraction, visually, are two slide shows: one of post offices and postmaster portraits that 
draws on the collections (largely of real photo postcards) of José L. Rodriguez, Ralph A. 
Edson, and Duffney, himself. And a “Postal History Sampler” with outstanding examples, 
such as the various Collinsville axe markings. 

Just published is second disk, a Straightline 
Census. The Postmasters disk is $20 and the 
Straightline $10 plus $3 postage. Order from the 
Society: Robert Lorenz, Box 1231, Old Saybrook, 
CT 06475. 

A Lifetime Treasure Hunt by Kenneth J. Kutz
Ken Kutz, well known for his books on the postal and cultural history of the California 

Gold Rush, has self-published a compilation of his favorite finds from a lifetime of col-
lecting. He begins with the stories of his earliest stamp collecting in the Great Depression: 
a friend’s father shared his stamp album after bulking up a sparse dinner with two cans of 
sardines; postcards from his first job in mining, etc. He then goes on to tell personal and 
philatelic stories, each numbered (to 247!), and most with illustrations. Souvenirs, press 
clippings, show awards - all the personal memorabilia of passionate collecting, along with 
some of the unusual items that never made it into an exhibition or book. 

The example here is the cover story, 
number 241. Ken bought the 1948 cover 
at a New York show in 2005. An Italina 
model airplane inventor sent a wheel spec-
imen to a N.Y. company, paying a 90 lire 
registered rate, and attaching the actual 
wheel to the outside front and including a 
message on the back about how simple the 
wheel was to manufacture.

It’s an entertaining philatelic biography - even the index offers the unusual: “Dear Old 
Girl” (the salutation to an 1880 miner’s letter) coming after “Bob de Violini” and before 
“Doggy Cover” (ten half cent Newfoundland dog stamps attractively spangled on a cover, 
found at BNAPS 1997 in St. John’s).

It’s a nicely designed book (credit to his son), spiral bound, 133 pages, $17 + $3 post-
age from Kenneth J. Kutz, 7 Whaling Road, Darien CT 06820.
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Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, No. 257, October 1871
The following is an intriguing history of U.S. stamps, appearing just after a new Bank 

Note issue had appeared. The whole article: “Postage Stamps and Their Origin With ninety-
nine illustrations” is listed as beginning page 741, without author attribution. Although 
Walter Scott provided much of the philatelic news in New York City during this period, 
the sentiments here expressed about the public reaction to the 1869 issue are not known to 
be his. Herbert Trenchard believes the writer might have been Joseph J. Casey, a philatelic 
writer and forger, dubbed “The Hibernian mastermind of the Bowery,” who is known to 
have contributed articles about stamps to Harper’s and other publications.

“The postal stamps of the United States next claim our attention their issue having been 
authorized by act of Congress of 3d March, 1847. Two values only were introduced, viz., 
five cents and ten cents, bearing respectively the portraits of Franklin and Washington. They 
were finely engraved by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch, and Edson, of New York, and were issued 
July 1 of that year. They remained current until July 1, 1851, when, in consequence of an 
alteration in the rates, they were withdrawn, and replaced by three new values, viz., one cent, 
three cents, and twelve cents. In May, 1855, a ten-cent stamp was issued, and subsequently, 
at intermediate dates, a complete series, ranging in value from five to ninety cents. They were 
manufactured by Toppan, Carpenter, and Co. of New York, and remained current until the 
breaking out of the great rebellion in 1861, when, it being considered desirable to change 
the issue of stamps, a contract for the manufacture of the United States postage stamps was 
awarded to the National Bank-Note Company, of New York city. A new set of stamps was 
prepared and issued August 14 of that year, with two new values, the designs being somewhat 
similar to the preceding issue. The entire set still pass current. In March, 1869, the late current 
series, corresponding in value to the preceding issue, was, by direction of the government, 
also prepared by the National Bank-Note Company; but the public feeling being wholly 
against them, on account of their small size, the government in 1870 authorized the company 
to prepare a new set, and in the spring of 1870 (April) they produced an elaborate series. 
The portraits upon them are mostly engraved from standard marbles, and are wonderfully 
truthful in every detail. They are of the following denominations and description:

Cents.    Profile Bust after Color.
 1.   Franklin  Rubrict   Imperial blue.
 2.   Jackson Powers   Velvet brown.
 3.   Washington Houdon   Milori green.
 6.   Lincoln Volk   Cochineal red.
 10. Jefferson Power’s Statue  Chocolate.
 12. Clay Hart   Purple.
 15. Webster Clevenger  Orange.
 24. Scott Coffee   Pure purple.
 30. Hamilton Corrachi   Black.
 90. Perry Wolcott’s Medallion Carmine.

To which has lately been added, for German postal service, a seven-cent stamp, bearing a 
portrait of the late Secretary of War, Stanton, photographed from life – color, red. Of these 
stamps the National Bank-Note Company has furnished the government the past year with 
nearly five hundred millions. The Post-office Department has received the congratulations 
of several foreign governments upon the beauty and workmanship of this issue of stamps. 
They are undoubtedly the finest set of stamps in the world, and for delicacy of engraving, 
symmetry of design, and general contour remain peerless. The United States has the honor 
of having used the largest stamps for postal purposes in the world, known as the “Periodical 
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Stamps,” which were used for newspapers carried 
outside the mails. These were furnished by the 
National Bank-Note Company, of New York 
city, and were surface-printed from steel plates 
and not fine line engraving like the letter stamps. 
The three values – five, then, and twenty-five 
cents – bear respectively medallion portraits of 
Washington, Franklin, and Lincoln. They were 
issued October 1, 1869, having been used only 
in Chicago, Illinois, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
As but few of our readers have probably seen 
these gems of postal art, we give an engraving of 
the lowest value. Stamped postal envelopes were 
introduced in the United States in 1853, having 
been authorized by act of Congress of 31st August, 
1852. There have been several issues, all of which 
were engraved by Messrs. Nesbitt and Co., of 
New York city. Quite recently the contract for the 
manufacture of United States stamped envelopes 
was awarded to G.A. Reay, of New York city, who 
manufactures those now in use.”

Fig. 1 & 2:  The U.S. stamps illustrated 
in an article about the origin of postage 
stamps worldwide. The latest Bank Note is-
sue isn’t shown, though it is fully described. 
Pride of place is given to the enormous 
newspaper stamp. These woodcuts were 
fairly crude, but still might have run afoul 
of the law against illustration of U.S. 
stamps, passed in 1879.
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Nune’s Nook
Buy the 

Unusual, Unlisted,
Undervalued

U.S. & Foreign 
Covers

John J. Nunes
80 Fredericks Road
Scotia, N.Y. 12302

(518) 399-8395
nunesnook@aol.com

Metropolitan Expositions Inc. @ Holiday Inn Hotel
440 West 57th Street (between 9th   & 10th  Avenues, New York, New York 10019

December 12-14, 2008
February 6-8, 2009

*
Metropolitan Exposition, Inc. @ Hilton Washington Dulles Airport Hotel

13869  Park Center Road, Herndon,Va  20171
January 9-11, 2009

*
CAPITAL DISTRICT STAMP SHOW

Clarion Inn
3 Watervliet Avenue at Exit 5 of I-90 (4 miles from Exit 24 of NYS Thruway)

Albany, New York 12206
February 14-15 2009 

*
(COVER MANIA #11)

Ramada Inn(formerly the Holiday Inn Express)
946 New Loudon Road (Route 9), Latham, New York 12110

January 18, 2009
*

RS STAMP SHOW @ The Diplomat Sir Louis Room
1956 Lyell Avenue, Rochester, New York 14264

January 3, 2009
*

Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Sesqi Centennial (StampExpo400)
September 25-27, 2009

Empire State Plaza Concourse and Exhibition Hall
Albany New York 12223 (www.stampexpo400.org)
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